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The seminar will feature a reading and discussion of all the major works of M. M.
Bakhtin and his colleagues of the Bakhtin Circle (see list below). Students will consult
regularly with the instructor on individual research projects and write an original paper
on a subject of their choosing. Students who can read Bakhtin in Russian, Spanish,
French, or any other language will be encouraged to do so (at least in part) in order to
compare the tone and feeling of the various versions of his work.

Bakhtin’s approaches to the theory and history of the novel (including major work on
Cervantes, Rabelais, and Dostoevsky), aesthetics in general, the philosophy of language,
moral philosophy, and related subjects will be considered in detail. Emphasis will be
placed on such signature concepts as dialogism, heteroglossia, polyglossia, carnival,
chronotope, ‘outsideness,” speech genres, addressivity, translinguistics, utterance, and
context.
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