
College of Liberal Arts 
Research Academy 

Elevating research in Liberal Arts.



1. Opportunity : Strengthen CLA research community and capacity 

2. Goal : Increase AAU metrics of CLA 

3. Strengthening the CLA community in combination with targeted support and mentoring will 

have positive effects on CLA-AUU metrics 

The Research Academy has the goal to advance CLA faculty for highly prestigious external awards 

and recognition that align with AAU goals. To this end, the Research Academy is organizing a 

variety of events including an annual Research Day (see events) and initiatives such as a new 

mentee-mentor program (see funding).

Premises and Goals  of the Research Academy

https://cla.purdue.edu/about/college-initiatives/research-academy/events/index.html
https://cla.purdue.edu/about/college-initiatives/research-academy/funding/index.html
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Pubs and Cakes: September 16, October 14, November 4, December 2, 3:30-5:00pm, 

KRCH/BRNG 6138  

CLARA Advisory Board Meeting: September 23, 2:00pm-3:00pm, BRNG 

Innovation & Entrepreneurship Event: Professor Christian Butzke, September 20, 

Convergence Center 

NSF Officer conversation with Professor Ximena Arriaga: October 22nd, 12:45pm-1:45pm, 

BRNG 6138 

Research Day: October 30, 3:00pm-7:00pm, Marriot/John Purdue Room 

Book Publishing: Event with Chicago University Press, December 3rd, 1:30pm-3:00pm 

CLARA Events 
Fall 2024 



• 3:00 pm – 3:15 pm: Welcome and introductions 

• 3:15 pm – 5:30 pm : Research elevator presentations garnered with responses from 
inside and outside experts 

• 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm: Poster session and buffet/social hour (Danny Weiss Trio) 

Research Day
October 30, 3:00pm-7:00pm, Marriot/John Purdue Room 

Celebrating research in Liberal Arts.









Pubs & Cake 
September 16, October 14,  November 4, December 2, 3:30-5:00pm, BRNG 

6138



Lineup of First Pubs & Cake 
Sept 16, 3:30-5:00, KRCH leadership center 

Olga Dmitrieva 
Languages and Cultures 

Rebekah Klein-Pejšová
History

Elaine Francis 
English and Linguistics

Daniel Morris 
English 

Elizabeth Hoffman 
Sociology

Brett Sherrick 
Communication



Lineup of Second Pubs & Cake 
Oct 14, 3:30-5:00pm, BRNG 6138 

Emily Allen 
Department of English

Ilwoo Ju
Communication

Cara Kinnally 
School of Languages & 

Cultures

Tom Robson
Cornerstone



Lineup of Third Pubs & Cake 
Nov 4, 3:30-5:00pm, BRNG 6138 

Beate Allert 
School of Languages & 

Cultures 

Kaia Tombak
Department of Anthropology

Aaron Mendon-Plasek
Department of History

Nathanael Johnson & Torsten Reimer
Communication



Recommended : 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Event 

Christian Butzke 
September 20, Convergence Center 

CLARA supports and contributes to this event. Faculty interested in 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship are most welcome to attend!

Christian Butzke

Senior University Fellow for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship



NSF Funding 
October 22, 12:30-1:30pm, BRNG 6135

Approaching NSF and reading NSF reviews 

Ximena Arriaga

Recent Rotating NSF Officer 

Professor and Associate Head for Strategic and Operational 
Initiatives 

Department of Psychological Sciences 



Book Publishing
December 3rd, 1:30-3:00pm 

Book publishing event 
with a publisher, 
replicating last year’s 
event with Chicago 
University Press 

For instance…

Policing Welfare

Punitive Adversarialism in Public Assistance

Spencer Headworth, Sociology   



CLARA Forthcoming Initiatives 
Fall 2024

CLARA website and social media (including grant activities and member profiles) 

Membership: Faculty can become members of the College of Liberal Arts Research 
Academy. Members are committed to support CLARA (e.g., involvement in events & 
CLARA activities). Members receive additional updates on funding opportunities and 
are eligible for the mentee-mentor program. 

Grant and publication summer incentive program (summer 2025; in cooperation with 
ADR Sorin Matei) 

Mentee-mentor program (program that supports project-specific mentee-mentor 
relationships) 

NEH Humanities Research Center for Artificial Intelligence proposal competition 
(internal incentive grant to support a finalist team to submit a proposal for a NEH-
funded Humanities Research Center; NEH deadline is in December)  

 



Mentee-Mentor Program 

• Goal: Identify and support high-value projects, including Fulbright applications, NSF 
career award applications, and grant applications. 

• Process: 
• Mentees can apply to the program through a short application/overview  including 

the suggestion of high-caliber mentors. 

• CLARA will seek feedback and evaluations from expert scholars on applications and 
help identify experienced mentors. 

• If selected, mentors and mentees agree on a project-specific mentoring plan 
including deadlines and specifics of the planned submissions. 

• CLARA provides support for selected proposals, including consultancy fees for 
mentors. 

• Mentees are expected to submit their grant applications through CLARA. 

• There will be an incentive structure that passes on a certain percentage of indirect 
costs to the mentee/PI if funded through an agency. 

• Ideally, mentors will serve in the role of consultants or co-PIs on grant proposals. 

 



Grant and Publication Incentive Summer 
Program 

A combination of graduate student summer 
support and faculty support that can be used 
to complete a high-impact publication project 
or grant proposal project in summer. 

In cooperation with Associate Dean for 
Research, Professor Sorin Matei

 

Sorin Matei 

 



Libraries Liaison

CLARA had several conversations with the leadership of Purdue libraries to learn 
about potential resources and publishing models/initiatives at Purdue. 



College of Liberal Arts 
Research Academy 

Elevating research in Liberal Arts.
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