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Objectives:  

History 611 is part of an introductory two-semester colloquium for new graduate students intended to acquaint you with some important issues regarding the modern professional practice of history.  Last semester we concentrated on historiography, theoretical questions, and methodological debates that today’s working historians inevitably encounter.  The present course is a research seminar in which you will shape and execute your own original historical projects.

Readings:


1.  David Guterson, Snow Falling on Cedars 

2.  Wayne Booth et al., The Craft of Research

Writings:
The central purpose of this course is to craft an article length historical essay (25-30 pages) suitable for submitting to a professional journal.  Fifteen weeks is not necessarily an ideal length of time in which to conceive and execute a work of original scholarship;  consequently, your final paper may not be ready for prime time.  Nevertheless, there is no reason to approach the research and writing process with anything less in mind than a publishable work.

The purpose of a seminar setting for conducting original scholarly research is to allow you to walk through the process together, sharing ideas, suggestions, and frustrations with a group of interested colleagues.  The assignments below are designed to highlight important steps and guide you through an orderly process.

Consulting Mentors:

Because your interests are scattered across all possible fields of history, this introductory seminar requires that you work with a consulting mentor as well as the instructor for this seminar in order.  Your consulting mentor may be your intended major professor (and this may be one of the few opportunities before dissertation work to do research under her or his direction).  By the 4th week of the semester you must have articulated a topic, secured the assent of a consulting mentor, and started accumulating an appropriate bibliography.  Your consulting mentor will work with you through the semester and will read and grade your final paper along with the instructor for this seminar.
Grades:
30% on intermediate assignments, 30% on oral presentation, 40% on final paper.
Calendar of Assignments
	Jan 10
	Introduction and orientation
	

	Jan 17
	Theory of the Crime
	Discuss Guterson 

	Jan 24
	Finding a topic, shaping a question.     
	Read Booth on topics, questions, warrants 

	Jan 31
	No class—confer as needed*
	

	Feb 07
	Refining the project
	Elevator pitch, bibliography due

	Feb 14
	No class—confer as needed
	

	Feb 21
	No class
	

	Feb 28
	Writing while researching
	Draft outlines, introductions

	Mar 07
	Architecture of argument
	Workshop on prose

	Mar 21
	Individual conferences
	Problem solving

	Mar 28
	No class— 
	

	Apr 04
	No class—confer as needed
	

	Apr 11
	No class—confer as needed
	Rough drafts due

	Apr 18
	Architecture of argument
	Another workshop

	Apr 24
	Oral presentations
	

	May 01
	Finished papers due
	


*No class meeting. Students expected to confer with mentors and instructor as needed.
Elevator pitch:  In one paragraph state the question you wish to answer in your paper and establish its significance.  Why would anybody want to know?  10 points
Bibliography:  A working list of references and sources from which you intend to construct your paper.  This list will grow and change but it must begin to take shape early in the project.  10 points
Outline and draft introduction:  Structure shapes argument, and outlines force us to acknowledge the structures and assumptions we are using to guide the research and shape the arguments we are beginning to construct.  This 2-3 page outline brings these structures into the light.  10 points
Rough draft:  Three weeks to go.  This draft is the beginning of the final process.  It will be incomplete, but you must try to write across the holes and reach your first tentative conclusions.  This draft will expose any fatal gaps in your research while there is still time to address them.

Oral presentation:  Modeled after conference papers, this 15 minute oral presentation is intended to force you to start making sense of what you have.  Such presentations should be long on argument, short on evidence.  30 points

Final paper:  The best you can do by this date.  40 points
