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Professional Summary

Education 
Ph. D.   African American Studies/Cultural Aesthetics. Temple University, 1996
· Dissertation Title: Keeping it Real: Towards An Afrocentric Aesthetic Analysis of Rap Music and Hip Hop Subculture
· Committee: Kariamu Welsh-Asante, Abu Abarry, Terry Kershaw, and Genva Smitherman 
· Research Abroad in Ghana
   
M. A.    African American Studies/Urban History. Temple University, 1992
· Passed Qualifying Written Exam 
· Committee: Molefi K. Asante, Kariamu Welsh-Asante, and Ella Forbes    

M. A.    Speech Communication/Library Science. Wayne State University, 1991
· Passed Qualifying Written Exam
· Committee: George Ziegumueller and Mark McPhail 
    
B.  A.    Public Relations Speech Communication. Wayne State University, 1986
· Minor: Social Psychology and English Composition    
 
Appointments  
Professor. African American Studies. Purdue University, 2014
· Director: African American Studies and Research Center
· Coordinator: African American Studies Program
· Affiliated Faculty. American Studies Program
· Affiliated Faculty. Global Indigenous and Diaspora Research Studies Centre, University of Newcastle

Associate Professor. African American Studies. Ohio University, 2008
· Chair, Department of African American Studies
· Director, African American Research and Service Institute
· Affiliated Faculty. Center for War and Peace Studies. Ohio University
· Affiliated Faculty. African Studies Program. Ohio University 

Professor. African American Studies. Metropolitan State University of Denver, 2005
· Chair, Department of African American Studies
· Research Affiliate. Center for Studies of Ethnicity and Race. University of Colorado-Boulder 


Associate Professor. African/African American Studies, Grand Valley State University, 2003
· Coordinator, African and African American Studies 
· Visiting Scholar. American Studies Program. Purdue University 

Assistant Professor. Anthropology and Ethnic Studies. University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 1997
· Coordinator, African American and African Studies Program 

Visiting Assistant Professor, Communication Studies, Wayne State University, 1993 

Associate Professor. Speech Communication. West Shore Community College, 1992  
 
Research and Teaching Interests

1. Introduction to African American Studies
2. Black Leisure and Recreation 
3. African American History and Culture 
4. Global Garveyism
5. African American Biography 

Publications 

Books 
1. Legacy in Motion: Readings in African American Studies. Kendall Hunt, 2026.

2.   Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town. Ann Arbor              
University of Michigan Press, 2013. 

3. Images of America, Idlewild: The Black Eden of Michigan.  Chicago: Arcadia Publishing 
11th Edition. 2001. Winner Parents' Choice Awards for Best Michigan History Book 
 
Co-authored books 
1. Images of America, Chicken Bone Beach with Henrietta Shelton and the Chicken Bone Beach               Historical Foundation, Inc. South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2023. 
 
2. Images of America, African Americans of Denver with La Wanna M. Larson and the Black American West Museum. Chicago: Arcadia Publishing 6th Edition 
 
Edited and co-edited books 
1. Robert Franklin Williams Speaks: A Documentary History, edited with an introduction and prefatory notes.  London: Anthem Press UK, 2024. Reprinted in paperback March 17, 2026.
 
2. Global Garveyism. with Adam Ewing. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2018. Reprinted in paperback March 11, 2025. 
 
Current book projects 
· Robert and Mabel Williams: Matrimonial Partnership in Black Resistance History, Revised and resubmitted to University of North Carolina Press
· Poetic Justice: Celebrating Robert F. Williams Centennial, edited for the University Press of Florida  
· Showcasing Black Womanhood: Impresario Larry Steele’s Smart Affairs (Sabbatical book project) 
· From Riches to Raids: The Rise and Fall of John White and the Gotham Hotel 

Co-edited journals 
1. Hip Hop in the Academy. with K. L. Stanford. Guest Editors: International Journal of Africana Studies, (2011), 41, 1, 1-21 
 
2. Africana Experiences in the Americas: Cultural Histories, Relationships, and Identities. with V. K. Patton. Guest Editors: The Black Scholar, (2004), 34, 1, 1-16 
 
Peer-reviewed journal articles  
1. Voices of Defiance: Historical and Technological Resilience in Black Identity. with Jeremiah Johnson. The Journal of African American Studies, (2025), 28, 4, 434-449. 
 
2. Trailblazers of Justice: Violette Neatley Anderson and Percy J. Langster’s Legal Legacies in Idlewild: The Black Eden and Summer Apollo of Michigan. Michigan Historical Review, (Fall 2025), 51, 2, 35-60.  
 	 
3. Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition: Robert F. Williams’ Crusade for Justice on Behalf of Twenty-two Million African Americans as a Cuban Exile. Black Diaspora Review, (2010), 2, 1, 15-28 
 
4. Methodological Consideration for Micro-Studies of UNIA-ACL Divisions: Notes on a Community-Based Historical Analysis. Special issue on Garveyism in the United States, edited by Mark Christian, Journal of Black Studies, (2008), 39, 2, 281-315 
 
5. Garveyism in Idlewild, Michigan, 1927-1936. Journal of Black Studies, (2004), 344, 462-488 
 
6. Narrating acts of resistance: Explorations of untold heroic and horrific battle stories surrounding Robert Franklin Williams’ residence in Lake County, Michigan. Journal of Black Studies, (2003), 33, 5, 675-703 
 
7. Come colour my rainbow: Themes of Africana Womanism in the poetic vision of Idlewild’s Audrey K. Bullet. with M. Keavney & V. K. Patton. Journal of Black Studies, (2002), 32, 4, 464-79 
 
8. Beyond bitches, niggers, and ho’s: Rap music and the sociology of knowledge. with E. Wright, III Race and Society, (2001), 3, 23-40 
 
9. Utilizing the community-based research method in community studies: The Idlewild project-integrating scholarship theory with scholarship practice. The International Journal of Africana Studies, (2000), 6, 43-57 
 
10. Patton, V. K. and R. J. Stephens. Narrating competing truths in the Thomas Jefferson- Sally Heming’s Paternity Debate. The Black Scholar, (2000), 29, 4, 8-15 
 
11. Harter, L., R. J. Stephens, and P. Japp. Quieting resistance toward the institution of modern medicine: Apologia surrounding the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment. Howard Journal of Communication, (1999), 11, 19-34 
 
12. Rappin' and stylin' out: Images of contemporary rap artists as African American tricksters and griots. Challenge: A Journal of African American Men, (1998), 9, 23-54 
 
Book chapters 
1. Garvey and Craigen: Collaborations and Conflicts. In Global Garveyism, University Press of Florida, (2017), 114-138.

2. The Influence of Marcus and Amy Jacques Garvey: On the Rise of Garveyism in Colorado. In Enduring Legacies: Ethnic Histories and Cultures of Colorado, edited by Arturo Aldama, Elisa Facio, Daryl Maeda and Reiland Rabaka. Boulder, CO: University of Colorado Press, 2011, 139-158 
 
3. The Aesthetics of Nommo in the Films of Spike Lee: Meaning of School Daze and Do the Right Thing. In African Aesthetics: Keeper of the Tradition, edited by Kariamu Welsh-Asante. 
Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1992, 198-216. Reprinted 2009 in Fight the Power! The Spike Lee Reader, edited by Robin R. Means-Coleman and Janice D. Hamlet. New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 3-22 
 
Review essay 
1. Portraits of Resistance to Social and Political Injustices. Review essay of Blood Brothers: The Fatal Friendship between Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X. By Randy Roberts and Johnny Smith, and The Wilmington Ten: Violence, Injustice, and the Rise of Black Politics in the 1970s. By Kenneth Robert Janken. The Journal of African American History published by the University of Chicago Press, (Winter/Spring), 2018, 1548-1867 
 
Book reviews 
1. Review of Pittsburgh and the Urban League Movement: A Century of Social Service and Activism. By Joe Trotter, Jr. Political Science Quarterly, (Spring 2022), 137 
 
2. Review of Those Who Know Don’t Say: The Nation of Islam, the Black Freedom Movement, and the Carceral State. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2019. By Garrett Felber. Journal of African American History, (Spring 2022), 93-94 
 
3. Review of Driving While Black: African American Travel and the Road to Civil Rights by Gretchen Sorin North Carolina Historical Review, XCVIII, 2020, 244-246 

4. Review of Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War. (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2016. By Elizabeth Stordeur Pryor. American Historical Review, 123, 1 (February 2018), 222-223 
 
5. Review of Landscapes of Exclusion: State Parks and Jim Crow in the American South. (Designing the American Park.) Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, in association with Library of American Landscape History. By William O'Brien. American Historical Review, 121, 5 (December), 2016, 1683-84 
 
6. Review of W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Radical Politics, and the Reconstruction of Critical Social Theory. By Reiland Rabaka, Journal of African American Studies. 13, 2, (2009), 369-371 
 
7. Coleman Young: The man and his times. Review of Coleman Young and Detroit Politics: From social activist to power broker. By Wilbur Rich. The Black Scholar, (1990), 21, 40-42 
 
8. Review of the Afrocentric Idea. By Molefi Kete Asante. Journal of Black Studies, (1989), 19, 374-377 
 
Encyclopedia entries 
1. League of Revolutionary Black Workers, Black Power Encyclopedia 1965-1975, edited by Akinyele Umoja, Karin Stanford, and Jasmin A. Young. ABC-CLIO: Praeger, 2018  
 
2. Idlewild as a Black Institution. Online Colorado Encyclopedia, Boulder: Greenwood Village, 2015 
 
3. Garveyism in Colorado. Online Colorado Encyclopedia, Boulder: Greenwood Village, 2015 
 
4. Five Points Neighborhood of Denver. Online Colorado Encyclopedia, Boulder: Greenwood Village, 2015            

5. Co-authored with Purdue University Honor’s student, Monica Pirolo on the Colorado Black Press. Online Colorado Encyclopedia, Boulder: Greenwood Village, 2015 
 
6. Idlewild, Michigan (1912- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014
 
7. American Beach (1935- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
8. Woodland Park, Michigan (1920- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
9. Fox Lake, Angola, Indiana (1930- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
10. Sag Harbor, Long Island, New York (1930- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An 
Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
11. Chicken Bone Beach, Atlantic City, New Jersey (1900- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
12. Myrtle Beach and Atlantic Beach, South Carolina (1936- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
13. Chowan Beach, North Carolina (1926- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
14. Bruce’s Beach, Manhattan Beach, California (1920- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
15. Freeman Beach, Wilmington, North Carolina (1855- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
16. Carr’s and Sparrow’s Beach, Annapolis, Maryland (1926- ) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
17. Larry Steele Smart Affairs, Atlantic City, New Jersey (1934-1976) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
18. Arthur Braggs Idlewild Revue, Idlewild, Michigan (1950-1964) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard 
Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
19. John Roxborough, Detroit, Michigan (1923-1977) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
20. The Gotham Hotel, Detroit, Michigan (1943-1963) BlackPast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed: 
An Online Reference Center for African American History, Developed by Quintard Taylor and Associates. Seattle, 2014 
 
21. Colorado: The Centennial State. Black America: A State-By-State Historical Encyclopedia. Alton Hornsby Jr. Editor-in-Chief. Westport, Connecticut: ABC-CLIO/Greenwood Press, 2014 
 
22. Henry Highland Garnet: Discordant 19th Century Black Orator Calling for Emigration. The Frederick Douglass Encyclopedia. Eds. Julius Thompson and James L. Conyers. Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2009 
 
23. Hip Hop. Encyclopedia of Black Studies. Eds. Molefi K. Asante and Ama Mazama. Sage, 2005 
 
24. Black Manifesto. Encyclopedia of Black Studies. Eds. MKA & Ama Mazama. Sage, 2005 
 
Public exhibitions 
1. Fall 2022, I worked with the Automotive Hall of Fame of Dearborn, Michigan on a driving while black exhibition as a tribute to Victor and Alma Green, which was video-taped and displayed during its Induction ceremony 
2. November 2016 to Present: Traveling Photographic Exhibition: The Arthur Braggs Idlewild Revue, Purdue University. West Lafayette, IN 
 
3. January 2004-Present: Welcome to Idlewild Traveling Exhibition. Co-curator/Marsha McDowell, MSU Museum. East Lansing, MI 
4.   August 1995: Idlewild: A Place in the Sun, 23-Minute Documentary, Research Assistant, Produced by Ted     
Talbert, Detroit WDIV, Channel 4 Special. Detroit, MI 
5.   May 1991 to May 2002: History of Blacks in Pennsylvania Exhibition, Project Director, Center for 
African American History and Culture, Temple University. Philadelphia, PA 

Research Presentations and Conferences 

Keynote Speeches

1. (24 August 2023) Keynote speaker for the Michigan Legal Milestones Committee in recognition of Percy Langster, America's first Black prosecuting attorney. A plaque was unveiled and placed at the Lake County Courthouse on November 7, 2023. 
 
2. (5 November 2022) Inaugural Keynote speaker, Aretha Louise Franklin: Musical Genius, Civil Rights Icon, and Diva, for the Purdue for Life Foundation during a pre-screening of RESPECT: A Musical Tribute to Aretha Franklin. 
 
3. (25 February 2022) Keynote speaker. Free Spaces in Idlewild and other outdoor recreational sites frequented by African Americans., sponsored by the Cherokee State Resort Historical Park (aka Friends of Cherokee) symposium on Segregation in Recreation at Murray State University, Aurora, KY 
 
4. (23 February 2022) Keynote Facebook presentation, “What do you know about Idlewild, an African American resort community founded in Western Michigan in 1912?” sponsored by the Great Lakes series of the University of Michigan Press. 
 
5. (29 March 2018) Keynote speaker: Entrepreneurial Exchanges among African American Leaders in 
Western Michigan. 9th Annual Local History Roundtable: Returning to Our Roots, Thursday, Grand 
Valley State University Allendale Campus. Allendale, MI 
 
6. (17 March 2015) Keynote Speaker: World’s Most Famous All-Colored Revue: A Case Study of Imagined African American Performance Communities in Australia and New Zealand, 1955-56, University of Newcastle. Presented for the faculty and staff of the Wollotuka Institute and the Global Indigenous and Diaspora Research Studies Centre, Newcastle, Australia 
 
7. (13 February 2015) Keynote Speaker: Idlewild in the Shadows of Chicago and Detroit as Post-Industrial Cities, 1915-1965. Keynote speaker for the symposium on the Post-Industrial City. Hope College, Holland, MI 
 
8. (24 February 2014) Idlewild as a Black Institution. Black History Month Keynote speaker at Bridgewater State University, Bridgewater, MA 
 
9. (20 January 2014) Idlewild as a Black Institution. Keynote speaker for the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration sponsored by the Southeastern Ohio Branch of the NAACP (serving Gallia, Jackson & Lawrence counties) at Paint Creek Regular Missionary Baptist Church, Gallipolis, OH 
 
10. (12 January 2014) Idlewild as a Black Institution. Keynote speaker for the Vivian G. Harsh Research 
Collection of Afro-American History and Literature Room at the Carter G. Woodson Regional Public Library, Chicago, IL 
 
Conferences
1. (2010, October 23) Africana Studies Building to Eternity: Re-examining the Past, Assessing the Present, and Envisioning the Future. Presented at the 41st Anniversary of the African American and African Studies Department at the Ohio State University. Columbus, OH 
 
2. (2010, February 12) Discussant, Documentary Film: Negroes with Guns: Rob Williams and Black Power at the African American and African Studies Community Extension Center at the Ohio State University. Columbus, OH 
 
3. (2008, February 27) Presenter, Foundations of African/African American Studies at the Africana/African American Studies Conference, Bilkent University, Ankara Turkey 
 
4. (2006, March 31)   Discussant, Plenary: From the Panther to the Spider: New Tools and New Tactics for eBlack Power at the Race, Roots, and Resistance: Revisiting the Legacies of Black Power Conference at the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
5. (2006, March 30)   Discussant, Documentary Film: Negroes with Guns: Rob Williams and Black Power at the Race, Roots, and Resistance: Revisiting the Legacies of Black Power Conference at the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
6. (2004, September 23-25) Respondent, Panel: “The Progress and Maturation of African American Studies as a Discipline.” 20th Annual Symposium on African American Culture and Philosophy and the 30th Anniversary of African American Studies at Purdue University. West Lafayette, IN 
 
7. (2004, February 24)   Contemporary Idlewild: A Preliminary Overview. Presented with Lewis Walker and Ben Wilson at the W.K. Kellog Foundation, Battle Creek, MI 
 
8. (2004, February 3)   Historic Idlewild: Markings of A Unique Resort Town in Western Michigan at the Mason County Public Library, Ludington, MI 
 
9. (2004, January 29)   Unraveling Historical Memories of Garveyism in Idlewild, Michigan at Purdue 
University on Archival Research, Lafayette, IN 
  
10. (2003, March 17)   Doing Historic Preservation Research in Idlewild, MI: Mapping the Civilian 
Conservation Corp, Huron-Manistee District Supervisors, sponsored by Huron-Manistee National Forests Special Program, Cadillac, MI 
 
11. (2003, February) Repercussions of slavery and institutionalized racism, University of Nebraska College of Law, Lincoln, NE 
 
12. (2002, March 3-4) Africana Studies Symposium: Problems, trends, and prospects for developments of a minor in Africana Studies: Towards an understanding of an interdisciplinary discipline at Central Missouri State University, Warrensburg, MO 
 
13. (2002, March 16) Doing community-based research in Idlewild for the Department of African American Studies Spring Lecture Series at Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA 
 
14. (1999, November) Africana/African American/Black Studies and Women’s Studies: Contributions to 
African American communication research at the 67th Annual Meeting of the National Communication Association Conference. Chicago, IL 
 
15. (1999, February) The role of African American Studies in the development of communication theory and research at Western States Communication Association Conference, Vancouver, BC 
 
16. (1999, February) With V.K. Patton. Thomas Jefferson: Fathering our country. Sponsored by Nebraskans for Peace, Lincoln, NE 
 
17. (1999, April) Wonda Why They Call You Bitch? Rap as the dualistic voice of the proletarian and the bourgeoisie. Public Discourse and Human Values Group, Lincoln, NE 
 
18. (1995, November) Idlewild revisited: Memories of yesteryear and the present. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Fred Hart Genealogical Society, Detroit, MI 

19. (2025, October 23). Robert Williams and the Strategic Power of Communication. Paper delivered during the Centennial Anniversary Celebration of Robert F. Williams. Black Cultural Center. Purdue University.

20. (2025, September 27). War of Words: Robert and Mabel Williams’ Transnational Crusade for Justice through Communication. Paper delivered during the conference of the Association for the Study of African 

21. (2024, May 16-17). Harnessing AI in Expanding the Legacy of Robert and Mabel Williams: 
New Frontiers in African American Intellectual History, for the 4th Annual Advancing Black Intellectualism Conference: The Tradition of Self-Determination in the Black Atlantic, hosted by the University of Minnesota’s College of Education and Human Development Common Ground Consortium Conference 
 
22. (2023 August 2-5) Roundtable Panel Discussion on the Diasporic Midwest and Global 
Garveyism during the 11th Biennial Conference of the Association for the Study of Worldwide 
African Diaspora at the University of Ghana-Legon, Accra, Ghana 
 
23. (2021 September 14) Violette Neatley Anderson: Entrepreneur, Trailblazer, and Visionary. Paper presented virtually during the conference of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History for the panel Black Women Activism 
 
24. (2017 November 7-11) The Show Must Go On: The Story of Larry Steele Smart Affairs. Paper presented for the Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora 9th Biennial Conference, for the panel, “Black Performance, Black Internationalism in the Age of Anti-Colonialism,” Hosted by Pablo de Olavide University in Seville, Spain 
 
25. (2016 December 2) Mapping Black Resorts: Recovering African American Leisure Experiences Through Africana Digital Scholarship, African American Studies and Research Center’s 30th Symposium on African American Culture and Philosophy, “Exploring the Humanity in the Digital Humanities: Africana/Black Studies Perspectives on the Digital Humanities, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 
 
26. (2016 October 6) Roundtable Discussant, Idlewild: The New Negro or Talented Tenth and Summer 
Apollo, for the roundtable, Importance of Public Space: Commemorating African American History, 
101St Annual Meeting and Conference of the Association for the Study of African American Life and 
History, Richmond, VA 
 
27. (2016 April 22) Garvey and Craigen: Collaborations and Conflicts, Paper presented for the Global 
Garveyism Symposium (April 21-23, 2016), Department of African American Studies, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA 
 
28. (2016 March 22) Panel Chair. The Booker T. Washington Hustle, Apartheid Activism, and Prison Abolition: A Survey and Critique of the African American Struggle for Justice, 40th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Charlotte, NC 
 
29. (2015 September 25) Panel Chair, Educational Justice, Protest Songs, and Mass Incarceration: A Survey and Critique of the African American Struggle for Justice, 98th Annual Convention of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History in Atlanta, GA 
 
30. (2014 November 22) Panel Chair, Visions and Instruments for Enhancing the Lives of Black Males, 
Purdue University African American Studies and Research Center’s 29th Symposium on African 
American Culture and Philosophy, Black to the Future: Black Culture through Time and Space, West Lafayette, IN 
 
31. (2014, March 19-21) In search of niche tourism, rehabilitation, and preservation in Michigan’s Black 
Eden. Prepared for REHAB 2014 International Conference on Preservation, Maintenance and 
Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings and Structures, a peer reviewed conference. Tomar, Portugal 
 
32. (2014, March 5-8) Black Insurgency, Cold War Politics, and Robert F. Williams’s Reaction to America’s Involvement in the Vietnam War. 38th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies. Miami, FL 
 
33. (2013, October 4) Foot soldier of the UNIA-ACL: Joseph A. Craigen, the spilt with Marcus Garvey, and the Utopian Dream in Idlewild. 96th Annual Convention of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History in Jacksonville, FL 
 
34. (2012, November 17) Moderator: Theory and Practice at the 28th Annual Symposium on African American Culture & Philosophy at Purdue University, Lafayette, IN 
 
35. (2012, March 9) Discussant: Blacks in War and Revolution in the U.S. 36th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies. Atlanta, GA 
 
36. (2011, December 1) Moderator: Race and Social Movements in Latin America and the Caribbean, Afro Latin America Rethinking, Identity, Politics & Culture at the 27th Annual Symposium on African 
American Culture & Philosophy at Purdue University, Lafayette, IN 
 
37. (2011, March 19) Moderator: Hip-Hop and Pedagogy in the Academy I. Prepared for the 35th Annual 
Meeting of the National Council for Black Studies at the University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH 
 
38. (2011, March 19) Understanding, Assessing, and Evaluating the Program Review at Ohio University. 
Presented at the 35th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, sponsored by the 
University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH 
 
39. (2010, October 1) Phil Giles Enterprises Promoting Tourism and Economic Development in Idlewild, 
Michigan. Presented at the 95th Annual Convention of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Raleigh, NC 
 
40. (2009, October 3)  Prospects, Challenges, and Possibilities For Immersive Environments and Synthetic Worlds as Interdisciplinary Pedagogical and Research Domains in the field of African American Studies. Presented at the 94th Annual Convention of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Cincinnati, OH 
 
41. (2008, April 4) Terrorized, Bamboozled, and Entrapped in the Praxis of Armed Self-Defense: Preliminary Analysis of the Social and Political Philosophy of Robert F. Williams in Monroe, North Carolina. Presented at the Rupture, Repression, and Uprising: Raced and Gendered Violence along the Color-Line Conference at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
42. (2008, March 20) Negroes with Guns in 1950s Monroe, North Carolina. Panel on Southern Freedom 
Movements and Armed Resistance. Presented at the 32nd Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Atlanta, GA 
 
43. (2008, March 20) Moderator, Roundtable: Voices from Past NCBS Presidents. Presented at the 32nd Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Atlanta, GA 
 
44. (2008, March 21) Moderator, Graduate Student Panel: Dialogues and Exchanges in the Diaspora. Presented at the 32nd Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Atlanta, GA 
 
45. (2008, September 22) The Influence of Marcus Mosiah and Amy Jacques Garvey on the Organizational Development of the Universal Negro Improvement Association in Colorado. Presented at the 93rd Annual Convention of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History. Charlotte, NC 
 
46. (2007, March 23)   Garvey and Garveyism in the Rocky Mountain Region. Presented at the 31st Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies. San Diego, CA 
 
47. (2007, September 29)   Getting the Story Straight: Rethinking the Civil Rights and Black Power 
Movements and Economic Decline in Idlewild, Michigan. Presented at the 91st Annual Convention of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History. Atlanta, GA 
 
48. (2006, September 23) Moderator, Black Education Advisory Council Youth and Parent Panel. Prepared for the Black Community Leadership Forum on Education, at the Matthews Center. Denver, CO 
 
49. (2006, April 29) Hip-Hop Panel Discussion: Holistic Healing for the Hip-Hop Generation. Prepared for the Pan African Film Society, at Starz Denver Pan African Film Festival, Celebrating Black Women in Film. Denver, CO 
 
50. (2006, March 26) Caribbean Influences among the UNIA-ACL in Idlewild, Michigan. Presented at the 30th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies. New Orleans, LA 
 
51. (2006, March 18) Moderator, African American Radicalism in the Twentieth Century. Prepared for the 30th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies. Houston, TX 
 
52. (2005, March 26) Problems, Progress and Prospects for Teaching the Introductory Africana Studies Course. Presented at the 29th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies. New Orleans, LA 
 
53. (2004, March) Tourism, Black Entertainment, and Middleclass Abandonment in Idlewild, MI after the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Presented at the 28th Annual Conference of the National Council of Black Studies, Atlanta, GA

54. (2003, November) Garveyism in Idlewild: The Early Years. Presented at the 28th Annual Meeting of the Great Lakes History Conference, Grand Rapids, MI 
 
55. (2003, November) Idlewild, African American Activism, and the Concept of Community-Based Research. Social Action: Using Sociology to Change the World. Presented at the 2003 Annual Meeting of the Michigan Sociological Association, Kalamazoo, MI 
 
56. (2003, March) Garveyism in Idlewild, 1927 to 1936. Presented at the 27th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Atlanta, GA 
 
57. (2002, March) Processes, problems, and prospects for community-based research: Applied anthropology in Idlewild, Michigan. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology: Environment and Health in the New Millennium at the Sheraton Colony Square Hotel, Atlanta, GA 
 
58. (2001, August) A cultural analysis of African American rap and West Indian reggae. Presented at the 4th Annual Conference of the National Association of African American Studies, Cancun, MX 
 
59. (2001, March) Narrating themes of resistance: Revealing Untold Heroic and Horrific Battle Stories of Robert Franklin Williams’ Residence in Lake County, Michigan. Presented at the 25th Annual Meeting of the National Association for Ethnic Studies, New Orleans, LA 
 
60. (2001, March) The Williams family, their crusade for justice, and their escape from Monroe through a modern-day underground railroad. Presented at the 25th Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Charlotte, NC 
 
61. (2000, November) Race in America: Analytical and policy perspectives for the 21st century at the 
Hendricks Symposium, Nebraska Union, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 
 
62. (2000, March) Ethnography of narrative traditions in Idlewild, Michigan: Towards a case study in community-based research. Presented at the 28th Meeting of the National Association for Ethnic Studies, Boston, MA 
 
63. (2000, March) Respondents, Race, Community and Religious Organization. Presented at the 43rd Annual Missouri Valley History Conference, Omaha, NE 
 
64. (2000, February) Narrating whiteness as the norm of invisibility: Contradictory meanings from a community of undergraduate students. Presented at Western States Communication Association Conference, Sacramento, CA 
 
65. (1999, March) With E. Wright. “Wonda Why They Call You Bitch?” Gangsta rap music, the voice of the proletariat. Presented at the 27th Annual Meeting of the National Association for Ethnic Studies, Miami, FL 
 
66. (1998, May) Rap and reggae revisited. Presented at the Colloquium on African American Jazz and Rap, Malcolm X Institute of African American Biography, University of Nebraska-Omaha. Omaha, NE 
 
67. (1998, February) A comparative analysis of rap and reggae: Cultural traditions, identities and politics as reflected through the rhetorical choices of African Americans and West Indians. Presented at the 3rd Annual Meeting of the Intercultural Communication Conference, Coral Gables, FL 
 
68. (1998, February) Encountering the communication century:  Incorporating African American experiences in communication theory, research, and teaching. Workshop presentation at Western States Communication Association Annual Conference, Denver, CO 
 
69. (1997, October) Respondent, Racial code words and Whites’ opposition to school desegregation: Democratic deliberation meets racism. Presented at the Public Discourse and Human Values Conference on Race, Ethnicity, and Public Discourse, Lincoln, NE 
 
70. (1995, April) Rappin' and stylin' out in the U.S.A.: Images of controversial rappers as other in the popular culture arena. Presented at the 63rd Annual Convention of the Central States Communication Association, Indianapolis, IN 
 
71. (1994, October) It takes a Gangsta to know a Gangsta: Rap music artistry and the ideology of the dominant culture. Presented at Casa De Las Americas Symposium, sponsored by the International Association for the Study of Popular Music, Havana, Cuba 
 
72. (1992, June) Rap and hip hop in the classroom: An educator's nightmare or an instructional opportunity. Presented at the Atlantic City Public Schools Multicultural Education Conference, Atlantic City, NJ 
 
73. (1992, April) Who's cashing in on rap music? A socio-linguistic analysis and materialistic interpretation. Presented at the 16th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, St. Louis, MO 
 
74. (1991, March) A paradox, 2 Live Crew and the African American vernacular tradition: Cultural connections or distortions. Presented at the 15th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Atlanta, GA 
 
75. (1991, March) Relationships between African American hip-hop dance movement patterns and African dance qualities. Presented at the 15th Annual Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Atlanta, GA 
 
76. (1991, March) Rap, race, resistance, and power politics: A socio-historical analysis of hip-hop in the city of brotherly love. Presented at the 2nd Annual African American Studies Graduate Student Union Conference, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 
 
77. (1990, November) The political evolution of Malcolm X: Analysis of his ideas as expressed in public address. Presented at the 76th Annual Convention of the Speech Communication Association, Chicago 
 
78. (1990, April) Critical observations of Black Nationalism and Afrocentricity: Issues of leadership, transformation, and scholarship. Presented at the 14th Conference of the National Council for Black Studies, Los Angeles, CA 
 
Invited Talks
79. (18 October 2017) Black Rights and Anti-Racist Protests in the Americas. Paper prepared for the 
Universidad de Nacional’s “Afrocolombianos, Conflictos y Reconcilacio” Conference, by invitation of The Afro Colombian Studies Research Group, Migrations and Displacements, in Bogota, Colombia 
 
80. (10-15 July 2017) Mapping Black Resorts in the U.S. Guest lecturer for Summer School in the Digital Humanities, an international workshop focusing on the humanities and technology: Multidisciplinary 
Exploration of Digital Tools for Innovations and Development. By invitation of Tunde Opeibi, Associate Professor of English, University of Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria 
 
81. (8-12 May 2017) Delivered Undergraduate and Graduate Lecture Pertaining to U.S. Constitutional Laws, Practices, and Histories and Racial Injustice Against African American Communities and Individuals. Universidad de Nacional, Bogota, Colombia

82. (15 October 2014). The African American Struggle for Freedom in Colorado. Symposium with a focus on Miscegenation Law, Marriage Equality, and the West, 1864-2014, University of Denver Sturm College of Law. Denver, CO 
 
83. (18 November 2013) Idlewild: A Missing Link in the Literature on Black Institutions. Ohio University Department of African American Studies Speaker Series, Athens, OH 
 
84. (15-16 November 2013) Idlewild: A Missing Link in the Literature on Black Institutions. Lake County Historical Society Museum, Baldwin, MI 
 
85. (7 November 2013) Idlewild: A Missing Link in the Literature on Black Institutions. Temple University Department of African American Studies, Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the World’s first doctoral program in African American Studies, Walk Auditorium Philadelphia, PA 
 
Courses Taught

Purdue University

Graduate Courses
· Directed Readings in African American Studies, AAS 59000
· Research Methods in African American Studies, AAS 57400
· Theories in African American Studies, AAS 57500
· Seminar in African American Studies, AAS 69900

Undergraduate Courses
· History Of Injustice In The US, AAS 37300 
· Introduction To African American Studies, AAS 27100
· Black Leisure & Recreation, AAS 37100
· The Black Family, AAS-37500
· The Black Community, AAS 37300
· Blacks in Hollywood Film, AAS 47300
· The Black Male, AAS 37600

Ohio University

Undergraduate Courses
· Introduction to African American Studies
· History of Injustice in the United States
· Black Social Movements

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

· Intercultural Communication
· Introduction to African American Studies
· The Black Family

Supervision of Graduate and Undergraduate Research

Ph. D. Dissertation Committee Member
· Diss. Committee Member, Purdue University, American Studies, 2015 
· Diss. Committee Member, Purdue University, American Studies, 2015 
· Diss. Committee Member, UNC-Chapel Hill, Journalism and Mass Communication, 2014 
· Diss. Committee Member, Ohio University, Patton College of Education, 2011 

M. A. Thesis, Committee Member
· Thesis Committee Member, Purdue University, English, 2018 
· Thesis Committee Member, UNL, Communication Studies, 2001 

Graduate Student Research Assistants
· Carlos Trotman, Fall/2025; Spring/2026; Summer/2026; Fall/2026

Undergraduate Mentorships
· Dominic Carreon
· Published Voices of Defiance: Historical and Technological Resilience in Black Identity with Jeremiah Johnson. The Journal of African American Studies, (2025), 28, 4, 434-449
· Martasia Carter
· Co-authored an encyclopedia entry with Purdue Honor’s student, Monica Pirolo on the Colorado Black Press for Online Colorado Encyclopedia, Boulder: Greenwood Village, 2015
· Jadyn Tarver
· Olayemi
· Crystal Clements Chocobony 

Research and Pedagogical Material Development

1. Manuscript Reviewer 
· University of Mississippi Press
· Rutgers University Press  
· Spectrum: A Journal on Black Men 
· University of Nebraska Press 
· University Press of Colorado 
· Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Social Sciences 
· Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Black Studies 
· Manuscript Reviewer, Black Diaspora Review 
· Manuscript Reviewer, Sociological Forum 
· Manuscript Reviewer, Geographic Review 
· Manuscript Reviewer, Ethnic Studies Review 
 
2. Editorial Board Memberships 
· Editorial board member, Spectrum: A Journal on Black Men 
· Editorial Board Member, Anthem Press UK Africology Series 
· Editorial Board Member, Journal of Black Studies 
· Editorial Board Member, International Journal of Africana Studies 
· Editorial Advisory Board Member, Encyclopedia of Jim Crow 
· ProQuest Advisory Board Member, Black Newspaper Digitalization Project 
· Board of Advisory Editors, Great Plains Quarterly 
· Editorial Board Member, American Communication Journal

3. Professional Affiliations 
· Associate Member, National Smithsonian Museum of African American History and Culture 
· Member, Association for the Study of Worldwide African Diaspora (ASWAD) Lifetime Member, National Council for Black Studies (NCBS) 
· Member, American Historical Association (AHA)
· Lifetime Member, Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH) 
 	 
4. Content Consultant 
a. Consulting Reviewer for a National Historic Landmark nomination for the Idlewild Historic District 
based on its association with the African American Outdoor Recreation historic context.  John Schuttler, a senior architectural historian with Chronicle Heritage, was hired by the National Park Service to complete a draft nomination recommended my name to review the pre-nomination. Reviewed 78-page report. Submitted March 17, 2025 

b. Consultant for Point Made PR, a Washington, D.C.-public affairs firm regarding the Impact of the Electric Vehicle Economy on Lower and Middle-Class African Americans, 2023 

c. Content Consultant for Red Line Editorial, Inc. on behalf of Tamika M. Murray, award-winning author of nonfiction books and freelance writer, for a 4th through 7th grade children book about Aretha Franklin, 2022. 

d. Consulting Reviewer for Organization of American Historians-National Park Service Context Study Historic Context Study on African American Outdoor Recreation. 20-page report reviewing the manuscript, 2021

e. Consulting Reviewer for a 76-page nomination on Winks Lincoln Lodge for the National Park Service Division’s Historic Landmark Program by invitation of Astrid Liverman, Historian for the Heritage Partnerships Program of the National Park Service for Interior Regions 6, 7 & 8, of Lakewood, Colorado, 2021 

f. Reviewer for Communications Consultant at WalletHub.com regarding states of racial progress, for one of the leading outlets involving the personal finance industry, 2021 

5. Media Interviews 
a. Interview with Gerald Horne about Robert Williams, KPFK-FM/Los Angeles, aired August 17, 2024 
b. Interviewed by National Geographic/Disney +for a documentary segment that focused on the Five Points Neighborhood of Denver, CO, aired on February 6, 2023 
c. Interviewed by Dr. Tammy L. Holmes of Prairie View A&M University for a’23minute documentary produced and submitted on Cherokee Park in Kentucky, entitled, A Legacy Lost and Found: Segregation in Recreation, which was presented on February 24, 2023, by the Kentucky Center for African American Heritage and the Friends of Cherokee State Historic Park 
d. Interview with Bill Castanier of the Lansing City Pulse for a review of Idlewild 
e. Interviewed by Nancy DeBoer, The Pledge 1260 Radio Program, Idlewild 
f. Interviewed by Lou Blouin, Interlochen Public Radio, syndicated public radio show, The New Jazz Archive, Interlochen, MI @ WOUB 
g. Interviewed by Tony Brown Journal, Idlewild: The Real Thing, Washington, D.C. 
h. Interviewed by NPR, All Things Considered, The Real Idlewild, Washington, D.C. 
i. Interviewed by Documentary Institute at the University of Florida, by Sandra Dickson & Churchill. Negroes with Guns: Rob Williams and Black Power, PBS Series, Gainesville, FL 
j. Interviewed by Flint’s ABC 12 Special, Focus on Idlewild: Rebuilding Paradise 
k. Interviewed by Milwaukee’s Black Nouveau, On Idlewild: Historical Black Resort 
l. Interview by The History Channel, Are We There Yet? Americans on Vacation, with a focus on Idlewild, MI 
 
Service

Service to the Profession
1. Member, ASWAD Mentoring Committee F18-Present 
2. Member, NCBS Board of Directors F05-F12 
3. Chair, NCBS Commission on Assessment and Program Review F09-F12 

Service to Department/School 
African American Studies 
1. Panelist, Post-Charlottesville Teach-In F17 
2, Developed African American Studies Graduate Concentration SPR2016 
3. Developed African American Studies Graduate Certification Program SPR2016 
4. Designer for the Black Athlete Online Course F15-SPR16 
5. Responded to External Program Review on the Continuation of the Research Center F14-SPR15 
6. Responded to External Program Review on Staffing CIE/Big Ten Institutions with AAS F14-SPR15 
 
School of Interdisciplinary Studies
1. University Faculty Senator F26
2. AAS Program Coordinator F25

College of Liberal Arts 
1. Member, CLA Grading Appeals Committee S23-S25 
2. Member, SIS Dissertation Award Committee SPR-SU17 
3. Chair, Dean’s Liberal Arts Diversity Advisory Committee F16-SPR17 
4. Member, Dean’s Liberal Arts Diversity Advisory Committee F15-SPR17 
5. Member, School of Interdisciplinary Studies Head Search Committee F15 
6. Member, SIS Dissertation/Thesis Award Committee SU15 
 
Service to the Community 
1. Consultant, Cherokee Park Kentucky Board of Directors F21-F23 
2. Consultant, African American Museum of Southeast Atlantic City New Jersey F19-Present 
3. Consultant, Henrietta Summers Seniors Center in Idlewild F19-Present 
4. Advisory Board Member, Chicken Bone Beach Historical Foundation, Inc. F18-Present 
5. Consulting Member, Idlewild Lot Owners Association F21-SU23 
6. Consulting Member, Detroit Idlewilders, Inc. F21-SU23 
7. Consulting Member, Lake County Merrymakers F21-SU23 
8. Archival Research Consultant, Grand Rapids African American Museum and Archives F17-F18 
9. Volunteer/Contributor, Philadelphia Dance Company F17-19 
10. Archival Research Volunteer, African American Museum of Southeastern New Jersey F16-SU18 
11. Research Advisory Member, Charles Wright Museum of African American History F15-F19 
12. Lifetime Member/Advisor, Lake County Historical Museum F13-Present 
13. Co-Chair, Board of Directors for the Black American West Museum F05-F08 
14. Member, Colorado’s African American Tobacco Disparities Population Assessment F05-F06 
15. Member, Denver’s African American Leadership Institute F05-F07 
16. Member, Board of Directors for the Clyde Malone Community Education Center F01-F03 
17. Member, Lincoln Branch of the NAACP F98-S03 

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

Grants
1. Seed Funding Proposal for Academic Book on Robert and Mabel Williams F24 Not Awarded 
2. Schomburg Center Short-Term Fellowship SUM24 Not Awarded 
3. Purdue University CLAIM Learning Community Academic Connection Award F2017-SPR2018 
4. Purdue University CLA Innovate Grant SPR2017, co-authored CLAIM Learning Community course 
5. Purdue University CLA Enhancing the Humanities and the Arts Grant F2016, $45,600, Returned 
6. Purdue University CLA ASPIRE Grant (Australia Study Abroad) SPR2015, $1,500 
7. Purdue University Online Course Design Grant F2015, $6,000 
8. Purdue CLA PRF Grant (New Zealand International Research) F2015, $1,400 
9. OU Portugal International Travel Grant SPR2014, $750 
10. OU Technology Fund Request Grant F2013, $6,000 
11. OU Mexico City/Toronto International Travel Grant SPR2010, $3,000 
12. OU Philosophy and Ethics Grant F2010, $3,000 
13. OU Technology Fund Request Grant F2010, $6,000 
14. MSCD Diversity Initiative Grant F2006, co-authored, $8,000 
15. MSCD Diversity Initiative Grant F2005, $8,000 
16. MSCD Diversity Initiative Grant SPR2005, co-authored, $8,000 
17. GVSU Dorothy A. Johnson Philanthropy Center Service-Learning Grant SPR2004, $3,000 
18. GVSU Teaching Development and Renewal Award F2003, $5,000 
19. GVSU Research and Development Grant-in-Aid F2003, $5,000 
20. UNL Research Council Research-Grant-in-Aid F2002, $6,000 
21. UNL Research Council Grant SPR2002, $6,000 
22. UNL Pepsi Fund SU2002, $5,000 
23. UNL Diversity Enhancement Proposal F2001, $5,000 
24. UNL Humanities Center Grant F2000, $6,000 
25. MHC Michigan Humanities Council Collaborative Research Grant 1999, $30,000 

Fellowships
UNL Human Rights and Human Diversity Summer Fellow 1999, $6,000 
UNL Multicultural Teaching Fellowship SU1997, $9,000 
