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Professional Summary
Maurice Tetne is a scholar of Francophone literature, cinema, culture, and intellectual history specializing in Francophone Africa and Francophone Louisiana. His research examines how literary and cinematic texts engage questions of race, language, migration, and collective memory, particularly in contexts marked by colonialism, slavery, and struggles for political and cultural emancipation. He is especially interested in the evolution of French across diverse linguistic and cultural environments and in the ways literature and film serve as sites of identity formation, resistance, and social transformation.

His current research investigates two major sites of Francophone intellectual and political engagement. One project examines African literatures of the interwar period, exploring how texts produced within the French colonial empire laid the groundwork for twentieth-century debates on political emancipation, cultural self-determination, and anticolonial thought. Another focuses on nineteenth-century Black Louisiana and the Francophone literary traditions of the gens de couleur libres, analyzing how free writers of color mobilized French-language literature as a form of abolitionist activism and political resistance. Together, these projects illuminate the role of Francophone literary production in articulating intellectual traditions of resistance, citizenship, racial consciousness, and emancipation across diverse historical and geographical contexts.


Education
Ph.D. in French and Francophone Studies, Washington University in St. Louis, 2025.
· Dissertation Title: Échos culturels: dynamisme et évolution de la langue française dans les œuvres littéraires et cinématographiques francophones de la Louisiane et de l'Afrique, du XIXe siècle à nos jours.
· Committee: Seth Graebner (Chair), Julie Singer, Tili Boon Cuillé, Nathan Dize, Andia Augustin-Billy

M.A. in French, University of New Mexico, 2019
Thesis Title: Camp de Thiaroye ou la déconstruction du mythe colonial par le truchement de la langue française
· Committee: Pim Higginson (Chair), Stephen Bishop, Walter Putnam

B.A. in African Literature and Civilizations, University of Douala, Cameroon, 2012.

Appointments
Clinical Assistant Professor, Francophone Studies & African American Studies, Purdue University, 2025 – present.



Service
· Member, College of Liberal Arts Curriculum Committee, AY 2026–2027.



Research and Teaching Interests
· Francophone African Literature
· Francophone Louisiana Studies
· Nineteenth-Century Black Louisiana
· Gens de couleur libres and Louisiana Creole Literary Traditions
· African Literatures of the Interwar Period
· Francophone Cinema
· French Language Variation and Sociolinguistics
· Race, Hybridity, and Black Identity
· Migration and Diasporic Cultures
· African American and Black Atlantic Studies





Publications
Book Review:
· New Perspectives on Mauritian Creole and Reunion Creole, edited by Muhsina Alleesaib and Julie Lefort. The French Review 99.4 (2026): 125–126. Johns Hopkins University Press. DOI: 10.1353/tfr.2026.a990122.


Academic Publications
· “The 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis: Between Ethnographic Display and Racist Exclusion of the Other.” TROPOS Journal, No. 42, Michigan State University / Knowledge Commons, 2024. DOI: https://doi.org/10.17613/vx03-q342. 
· “Français, argot et vernaculaire : une zone de confort linguistique en littérature africaine ?” In Bilinguisme, plurilinguisme et francophonie : mythes et réalités, Presses de l’Université de Montréal (University Press of Montreal), 2023, pp. ~57–66 (chapter). 
· “Le noir et le blanc du Fils d’Agatha Moudio, discours sur l’altérité et la mêmeté.” Voix Plurielles, Vol. 19, No. 1, 2022. DOI: https://doi.org/10.26522/VP.V19I1.3937.

Creative Writing Publications
· Frontières du silence. Poetry (Work-in-progress).
· “Disparité covidienne.” In Premières vagues : Poèmes covidiens des espaces minoritaires et diasporiques de la francophonie. Paris: L'Harmattan, 2024.
· Mélopée funeste. Paris: Le Lys Bleu Éditions, 2024.
· Sur les chemins de l'exil. Paris: Publibook, 2024. (Co-authored). Re-edited.
· Sur les chemins de l'exil. Paris: Editions Saint Honoré, June 2020. (Co-authored).
· Forêt au mystère.Kindle Direct Publishing. February 2020.
· Mboa land: autopsie d'une république. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform,
2017.

Work in Progress
· “Mulatto Ink, Black Fire: Francophone Abolitionism and Hybrid Blackness in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana.” (Under Contract – Oxford University Press)
· “Aux marges de l’empire : émergence des voix prolétariennes africaines francophones dans l’entre-deux-guerres (1920-1938) ” – Under Review - M Éditeur (Montreal)
· “Langues en contact et espaces culturels concurrents dans Les choses vont changer de Guillaume Oyono Mbia” (Under Review)


Research Presentations and Conferences
Keynote Speeches
· “From Standard to Regional: Rethinking French Language Instruction,” | Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore, India (Virtual), 2025.
· “FLE dans la francophonie plurielle: exploration du français louisianais pour une approche pédagogique inclusive.” | University of Missouri St. Louis, 2023.

Conference Presentations
· “The Future of Language Learning: Human insight in a Machine-Driven Age” | NeMLA Annual Convention, 2026.
· “Écrire depuis la marge raciale et linguistique dans la Louisiane du XIXe siècle” | RMMLA Annual Convention, 2026.



Courses Taught
Purdue University
Graduate Courses
· Francophone Literatures and Cinemas in Motion: Colonial Memory and Cultural Futures (FR 594)
· Legacies of Power: The Oppressed Mind in Literature from Colonial Africa to Jim Crow America (FR 594)

Undergraduate Courses
· French Level IV (FR 202)
· Introduction to African American Studies (AAS 271)
· French Literature I: From the Middle Ages to the Enlightenment (FR 341)
· Black Athletic Excellence in French and American Literature and Society (AAS 371 & FR 230)
· French Level VII (FR 401)

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards
· Lifetime Bouchet Graduate Honor Society Member (2023) 
· Elizabeth Schreiber Award for Teaching (2023) 
· Silver Critical Essay Prize (2022) 
· First Prize, American Journal of French Studies Creative Writing Contest (2021) 
· La Plume d'Or, Académie française (2017)



Languages
· French (Native)
· Guemba (Native)
· English (Professional Fluency)
· German (Reading Knowledge)


