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The Elocuter:  I must remind you we live in DADA times… 
 
The Elocuter is a sonifaction device that attaches via suction cup to a computer screen. 
It translates large amounts of text data into spoken words, composed of impossible 
sequences of allophones similar to a Dada poem. We are consciously creating a 
paradoxical situation: mixing the extreme rationality of computers and the irrationality 
of dada language play. The project also references poetic experiments of the Dada 
movement of the 1910/20s, specifically the play with language as a way to respond to a 
seemingly irrational political and cultural context. 
 
In our proposed project a continuously updated stream of text from newspaper 
headlines and internet conversations about the current economic crisis is scrolling 
across a computer screen. Individual letters pass in front of a light sensitive photocell, 
affecting the amount of light (or grayscale value) on that spot on the screen: 
 

 
 
 
Based on the grayscale value of a letter, a SpeakJet sound synthesizer IC utters an 
allophone based on phonemes, the smallest contrastive unit in the sound system of 
language. These allophones articulated in sequence form new impossible spoken words 
that are created in real-time by reading written words. The irrational nature of the 
content of the texts on the computer screen manifests itself in the sounds generated by 
the SpeakJet IC, composed of the units of human language but impossible to make 
sense of when listened to. 
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A possible setup of this work could look like this: 
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In the following is a system diagram of how this process works technically: 
 

 
 
 
Reference: Comstock, Andrew. Elocution taught, stammering cured : Dr. Comstock's 
vocal gymnasium. Philadelphia : Andrew Comstock, 1855. 
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Project pictures, June 2009 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
the knob on the elocuter is for volume adjustment, the push button is for calibration 
purposes (to accommodate brightness differences between different screens). 


