Section 508 Media Alternative VPAT-Aligned Documentation

Content Identiﬁcation
· Title: Purdue University Photography and Related Media
· Content Type: Prerecorded informational and instructional video with audio
· Platform: YouTube
· Accessibility Artifact: Text-based media alternative (TXT)


Applicable Standards
· Section 508: 36 CFR §1194.24 – Video and Multimedia Products
· Section 508 Refresh (WCAG Mapping):
· WCAG 2.2 — 1.2.1 Audio-only and Video-only (Prerecorded)
· WCAG 2.2 — 1.2.3 Audio Description or Media Alternative (Prerecorded)


Media Alternative (Text Equivalent) Purpose of the Content
The video introduces the Purdue University Photography and Related Media program. It describes areas of study, creative approaches, and examples of student work, emphasizing both technical photographic processes and conceptual exploration.


Description of Essential Visual Information
The video presents examples of photographic and related media practices while speakers discuss their work and experiences. Visual references include black-and-white photography, digital imaging, video, studio lighting, ﬁne art photography, and documentary photography.
One project discussed features images of a river from the artist’s hometown. These images are printed as black-and-white photographs and further altered by printing color onto

transparency and transferring it onto paper. The resulting images are described as having a layered, painterly visual quality.
Another project focuses on photographing domestic spaces and household activities. The speaker describes compositional and lighting challenges, including managing different light temperatures and yellow tones from household lighting. The images are arranged to allow space between elements so that light can pass through and create visual balance.
The camera remains steady throughout the video. There are no rapid scene changes, animations, or visual effects. The focus remains on the speakers and the photographic work being described.


Description of Essential Audio Information
The audio consists of narration and speaker commentary about the Photography and Related Media curriculum and individual student projects. Speakers describe their artistic intentions, technical processes, and problem-solving approaches, including printing methods, lighting decisions, and thematic content.


On-Screen Text and Graphics
No essential on-screen text, captions, charts, diagrams, or graphics appear beyond the video title and standard video-player controls.
