Section 508 Media Alternative VPAT-Aligned Documentation

Content Identiﬁcation
· Title: Purdue University Art History
· Content Type: Prerecorded informational and instructional video with audio
· Platform: YouTube
· Accessibility Artifact: Text-based media alternative (TXT)


Applicable Standards
· Section 508: 36 CFR §1194.24 – Video and Multimedia Products
· Section 508 Refresh (WCAG Mapping):
· WCAG 2.2 — 1.2.1 Audio-only and Video-only (Prerecorded)
· WCAG 2.2 — 1.2.3 Audio Description or Media Alternative (Prerecorded)


Media Alternative (Text Equivalent) Purpose of the Content
The video introduces the Art History program at Purdue University. It describes the scope of art historical study, professional museum practices, and scholarly research methods across historical and contemporary art.


Description of Essential Visual Information
The video presents instructors, students, and artworks associated with the study of art history. Visual references include artworks from multiple historical periods, used to illustrate stylistic analysis and historical interpretation.
One artwork discussed is a painting by Frederic Remington. The painting depicts four horsemen riding forward on horseback, possibly during a raid. The speaker explains how

the artist captures motion and creates a dramatic visual effect. The artwork is shown or
referenced while its composition and movement are analyzed.
The video also references professional museum practices. Visuals suggest research and exhibition-related activities, such as working with exhibition catalogs, preparing interpretive materials, and discussing installation processes.
Contemporary art is included through discussion of an artist based in London who works with cartography. The artist creates nontraditional or “poetic” maps. The speaker explains that these works are intended to be viewed from unconventional physical perspectives, such as lying down, allowing the viewer to experience the artwork in a more immersive way.
The camera alternates between speakers, artworks, and academic environments. There
are no rapid visual effects or visual-only cues required to understand the content.


Description of Essential Audio Information
The audio consists of narration and speaker commentary describing the Art History curriculum, global areas of study, and research practices. Speakers discuss writing for exhibition catalogs, ongoing research processes, and the value of direct engagement with artworks and contemporary artists.


On-Screen Text and Graphics
No essential on-screen text, captions, charts, diagrams, or graphics appear beyond the video title and standard video-player controls.
