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WOMEN IN AMERICA 
SINCE 1870 
 

This course surveys the history of women in the 
United States from 1870 to the present. By examining 
the social, political, and economic forces that have 
shaped that history, the course assesses the sources 
of change and continuity in all women’s lives. We will  
consider the changing meanings and understandings 
of gender; the changing meanings and significance of 
family, motherhood and personal relationships; 
changes in women’s education and shifts in female 
employment; women’s involvement in political and 
social movements; women’s relationship to the state; 
expressions and regulations of female sexuality; and 
women and popular culture. 

HIST 37500 satisfies the humanities requirement in 
the university core curriculum and the gender require-
ment in the CLA core curriculum. It is open to all 
undergraduates. 
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