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KIDS & YOUNG ADULTS

BRAIDING SWEETGRASS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

ADULTS

FOREST TALK: HOW TREES COMMUNICATE
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TRADITIONAL NORTH AMERICAN KNOWLEDGE

THE MARROW THIEVES

WE ARE WATER PROTECTORS

FINDING MOTHER TREE: DISCOVERING THE
WISDOM OF THE FOREST

GATHERING MOSS: A NATURAL AND CULTURAL
HISTORY OF MOSSES

LAB GIRL: A MEMOIR

THE OVERSTORY

SAND TALK: HOW INDIGENOUS THINKING CAN
SAVE THE WORLD

THE SERVICEBERRY: ABUNDANCE AND
RECIPROCITY IN THE NATURAL WORLD

This catalog contains reading
recommendations that complement 

Robin Wall Kimmerer’s Braiding
Sweetgrass. Click the covers for links to

the books!



Kids & Young
Adults



Suggested Age Range:
3-6 years

Suggested Age Range:
3-6 years

Told in lively and powerful verse by debut author

Kevin Noble Maillard, Fry Bread is an evocative

depiction of a modern Native American family,

vibrantly i l lustrated by Pura Belpre Award

winner and Caldecott Honoree Juana Martinez-

Neal.

Fry bread is food.

It is warm and delicious, piled high on a plate.

Fry bread is time.

It brings families together for meals and new

memories.

Fry bread is nation.

It is shared by many, from coast to coast and

beyond.

Fry bread is us.

It is a celebration of old and new, traditional

and modern, similarity and difference. 

Inspired by the many Indigenous-led movements

across North America, We Are Water Protectors

issues an urgent rallying cry to safeguard the

Earth’s water from harm and corruption—a bold

and lyrical picture book written by Carole

Lindstrom and vibrantly i l lustrated by Michaela

Goade.

Water is the first medicine.

It affects and connects us all . . .

When a black snake threatens to destroy the

Earth

And poison her people’s water, one young water

protector

Takes a stand to defend Earth’s most sacred

resource. 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626727465/frybread/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/


Suggested Age Range:
12-17 years

Suggested Age Range:
12-17 years

Trees are essential. They provide water, shelter,

and food for mill ions of plant and animal species,

including humans. They deliver proven health

benefits, and they capture and store carbon,

which combats climate change. Yet trees are in

trouble. Forests are struggling to adapt to

climate change, and deforestation is a major

threat.

Recently, researchers and citizen scientists made

the surprising revelation that trees communicate

with each other through an underground system

of soil fungi and other methods. Complex social

networks help trees survive and thrive by

transferring resources to each other, sending

defense signals, communicating with their kin, and

more. Meet the tree scientists and learn more of

their fascinating discoveries. 

Drawing from her experiences as an Indigenous

scientist, botanist Robin Wall Kimmerer

demonstrated how all l iving things—from

strawberries and witch hazel to water li l ies and

lichen—provide us with gifts and lessons every

day in her best-selling book Braiding Sweetgrass.

Adapted for young adults by Monique Gray Smith,

this new edition reinforces how wider ecological

understanding stems from listening to the earth’s

oldest teachers: the plants around us. With

informative sidebars, reflection questions, and

art from il lustrator Nicole Neidhardt, Braiding

Sweetgrass for Young Adults brings Indigenous

wisdom, scientific knowledge, and the lessons of

plant life to a new generation.

https://lernerbooks.com/shop/show/21788
https://lernerbooks.com/shop/show/17568


Suggested Age Range:
14-18 years

Suggested Age Range:
8-12 years

Corn. Chocolate. Fishing hooks. Boats that float.

Insulated double-walled construction. Recorded

history and folklore. Life-saving disinfectant. Forest

fire management. Our lives would be unrecognizable

without these, and countless other, scientific

discoveries and technological inventions from

Indigenous North Americans.

Spanning topics from transportation to civil

engineering, hunting technologies, astronomy, brain

surgery, architecture, and agriculture, Indigenous

Ingenuity is a wide-ranging STEM offering that

answers the call for Indigenous nonfiction by re-

appropriating hidden history. The book includes fun,

simple activities and experiments that kids can do

to better understand and enjoy the principles used

by Indigenous inventors. Readers of all ages are

invited to celebrate traditional North American

Indigenous innovation, and to embrace the mindset

of reciprocity, environmental responsibil ity, and the

interconnectedness of all l ife. 

In a futuristic world ravaged by global warming,

people have lost the ability to dream, and the

dreamlessness has led to widespread madness.

The only people stil l able to dream are North

America's Indigenous people, and it is their marrow

that holds the cure for the rest of the world. But

getting the marrow, and dreams, means death for

the unwill ing donors. Driven to flight, a fifteen-

year-old and his companions struggle for survival,

attempt to reunite with loved ones and take

refuge from the “recruiters” who seek them out to

bring them to the marrow-stealing “factories.” 

https://birchbarkbooks.com/products/the-marrow-thieves
https://birchbarkbooks.com/products/indigenous-ingenuity


Adults



Autobiography

Essays

Simard brings us into her world, the intimate world

of the trees, in which she bril l iantly i l luminates the

fascinating and vital truths – that trees are not

simply the source of timber or pulp, but are a

complex, interdependent circle of life; that forests

are social, cooperative creatures connected

through underground networks by which trees

communicate their vitality and vulnerabilities with

communal l ives not that different from our own. 

Living at the limits of our ordinary perception,

mosses are a common but largely unnoticed

element of the natural world. Gathering Moss is a

beautifully written series of linked personal essays,

with mix of science and personal reflection that

invites readers to explore and learn from the

elegantly simple lives of mosses.

In both scientific terms and with indigenous ways of

knowing, Robin Wall Kimmerer leads general readers

and scientists alike to an understanding of how

mosses live and how their l ives are intertwined with

the lives of countless other beings. Kimmerer

explains the biology of mosses clearly and artfully,

while at the same time reflecting on what these

fascinating organisms have to teach us.

https://suzannesimard.com/finding-the-mother-tree-book/
https://www.amazon.com/Gathering-Moss-Natural-Cultural-History/dp/0870714996
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/


Memoir

Fiction

Geobiologist Hope Jahren has spent her life studying

trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. Lab Girl is her

revelatory treatise on plant life—but it is also a

celebration of the lifelong curiosity, humility, and

passion that drive every scientist. In these pages,

Hope takes us back to her Minnesota childhood,

where she spent hours in her father’s college

laboratory. She tells us how she found a sanctuary in

science, learning to perform lab work “with both the

heart and the hands.” She introduces us to Bil l , her

bril l iant, eccentric lab manager. And she extends the

mantle of scientist to each one of her readers,

inviting us to join her in observing and protecting our

environment. Lab Girl vividly demonstrates the

mountains that we can move when love and work

come together.  

The Overstory , winner of the Pulitzer Prize in

Fiction, is a sweeping, impassioned work of activism

and resistance that is also a stunning evocation of

—and paean to—the natural world. From the roots

to the crown and back to the seeds, Richard

Powers’s twelfth novel unfolds in concentric rings of

interlocking fables that range from antebellum New

York to the late twentieth-century Timber Wars of

the Pacific Northwest and beyond. There is a world

alongside ours—vast, slow, interconnected,

resourceful, magnificently inventive, and almost

invisible to us. This is the story of a handful of

people who learn how to see that world and who

are drawn up into its unfolding catastrophe.

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/248239/lab-girl-by-hope-jahren/
https://www.richardpowers.net/the-overstory/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewaterprotectors/


How, she asks, can we learn from Indigenous

wisdom and the plant world to reimagine what we

value most? Our economy is rooted in scarcity,

competition, and the hoarding of resources, and

we have surrendered our values to a system that

actively harms what we love. Meanwhile, the

serviceberry’s relationship with the natural world

is an embodiment of reciprocity,

interconnectedness, and gratitude. The tree

distributes its wealth—its abundance of sweet,

juicy berries—to meet the needs of its natural

community. And this distribution ensures its own

survival. As Kimmerer explains, “Serviceberries

show us another model, one based upon

reciprocity, where wealth comes from the quality

of your relationships, not from the il lusion of self-

sufficiency.” 

Commentary

Nature Writing

A paradigm-shifting book that brings a crucial

Indigenous perspective to historical and cultural issues

of history, education, money, power, and

sustainability―and offers a new template for living. As

an indigenous person, Tyson Yunkaporta looks at global

systems from a perspective tied to the natural and

spiritual world. In considering how contemporary life

diverges from the pattern of creation, he raises

important questions. How does this affect us? How can

we do things differently? 

In this book, he provides answers. Honoring indigenous

traditions, Yunkaporta makes carvings of what he wants

to say. He yarns with people, looking for ways to

connect images and stories with place and relationship,

and he uses sand talk, the Aboriginal custom of drawing

images on the ground to convey knowledge. Sand Talk

explains how lines and symbols and shapes can help us

make sense of the world. 

https://birchbarkbooks.com/products/sand-talk
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Serviceberry/Robin-Wall-Kimmerer/9781668072240

