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Draft Reading List for
Major Preliminary Exam

RELIGION

1. Sydney Ahlstrom, A Religious History of the American People (1974)

2. Dee Andrews, The Methodists and Revolutionary America, 1760-1800: The
Shaping of an Evangelical Culture (2000)

3. Ruth Bloch, Visionary Republic: Millennial Themes in American Thought, 1756-
1800 (1985)

4. Thomas Buckley, Church and State in Revolutionary Virginia, 1776-1787 (1977)

5. Jonathan Butler, Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American People
(1990)

6. Thomas Curry, The First Freedoms: Church and State in America to the Passage
of the First Amendment (1986)

7. James Essig, The Bonds of Wickedness: American Evangelicals Against Slavery,
1770-1808 (1982)

8. David Hall, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment: Popular Religious Belief in
Early New England (1989)

9. Timothy Hall, Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the Reshaping of the

Colonial American Religious World (1994)
Nathan Hatch, The Democratization of American Christianity (1989)

Nathan Hatch, The Sacred Cause of Liberty: Republican Thought and the
Millennium Revolutionary New England (1977)

Christine Heyrman, Southern Cross: The Beginnings of the Bible Belt (1997)
Ronald Hoffman and Peter Albert, eds., Religion in a Revolutionary Age (1994)
Rhys Isaac, The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 (1982)

Paul Johnson, A Shopkeeper's Millennium: Society and Revivals in Rochester,
New York, 1815-1837

Thomas Kidd, The Great Awakening: The Roots of Evangelical Christianity in
Colonial America (New Haven, 2007).



17. Mark Noll, America's God: From Jonathan Edwards to Abraham Lincoln (2002)

18. Mark Noll, David Bebbington, and George Rawlyk, Evangelicalism:
Comparative Studies of Popular Protestantism in North America, the British Isles,
and Beyond, 1700-1990 (1994)

19. Frank Lambert, The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America
(2003)

20. Leonard Levy, The Establishment Clause: Religion and the First Amendment
(1994)

21. David Lovejoy, Religious Enthusiasm in the New World: Heresy to Revolution
(1985)

22. William Lee Miller, The First Liberty: Religion and the American Republic
(1986)

23. Perry Miller, The New England Mind: From Colony to Province (1953)
24. Perry Miller, The New England Mind in the Seventeenth Century
25. Perry Miller, Errand into the Wilderness

26. Albert Raboteau, Slave Religion: The "Invisible Institution™ in the Antebellum
South (1978)

27. Charles Sellers, The Market Revolution in Jacksonian America (1992)

28. Harry Stout, The New England Soul: Preaching and Religious Culture in
Colonial New England

29. Harry Stout, The Divine Dramatist: George Whitefield and the Rise of Modern
Evangelicalism

DIPLOMACY

1. ADD: Samuel Flagg Bemis, The Diplomacy of The American Revolution (1965)

2. Albert Bowman, The Struggle for Neutrality: Franco-American Diplomacy
during the Federalist Era (1974)

3. Gordon Brown, Toussaint's Clause: The Founding Fathers And The Haitian
Revolution (2005)
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Alexander DeConde, The Quasi-War: The Politics and Diplomacy of the
Undeclared War with France, 1797-1801 (1966)

Carolyn Fick, The Making of Haiti: The Saint Domingue Revolution from Below
(1991)

David Barry Gaspar and David Patrick Geggus, eds., A Turbulent Time: The
French Revolution and the Greater Caribbean (1997)

Jonathan Dull, A Diplomatic History of the American Revolution (1985)

Douglas Egerton, “The Empire of Liberty Reconsidered,” in James Horn, Jan
Ellen Lewis, and Peter Onuf, eds., The Revolution of 1800: Democracy, Race, and
the New Republic (2002)

Donald Hickey, "America's Response to the Slave Revolt in Haiti, 1791-1806,"
Journal of the Early Republic 2 (Winter 1982): 361-79

Reginald Hoffman, The Diplomacy of the New Republic, 1776-1815 (1985)
James Hutson, John Adams and the Diplomacy of the American Revolution (1980)

Frank Lambert, The Barbary Wars: American Independence in the Atlantic World
(2005)

David Lang, Foreign Policy in the Early Republic (1985)

Tim Matthewson, A Proslavery Foreign Policy: Haitian-American Relations
during the Early Republic (2003)

Tim Matthewson, “Abraham Bishop, ‘The Rights of Black Men,” and the
American Reaction to the Haitian Revolution,” The Journal of Negro History,
Vol. 67, No. 2 (Summer 1982):148-154

Tim Matthewson, “George Washington's Policy Toward the Haitian Revolution,”
Diplomatic History Vol. 3, No. 3, (July 1979): 321-336

Tim Matthewson, “Jefferson and Haiti,” Journal of Southern History 61 (1995):
209-47.

William Stinchcombe, The XYZ Affair (1981)



SLAVERY

1.

10.

11.

Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North
America (1998)

Ira Berlin and Philip D. Morgan, eds., Cultivation and Culture: Labor and the
Shaping of Slave Life in the Americas (1993)

Ira Berlin and Ronald Hoffman, Slavery and Freedom in the Age the American
Revolution (1983)

Martin Blatt, Meaning of Slavery in the North (1999)

T.H. Breen and Stephen Innes, "Myne Owne Ground": Race and Freedom on
Virginia's Eastern Shore, 1640-1676 (1980)

David Brion Davis, The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution, 1770-1823
(1975)

Laurent Dubois, Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian Revolution
(2005)

Laurent Dubois, A Colony of Citizens: Revolution & Slave Emancipation in the
French Caribbean, 1787-1804 (2006)

Laurent Dubois and John Garrigus, Slave Revolution in the Caribbean, 1789-
1804: A Brief History with Documents (2006)

Douglas Egerton, Gabriel's Rebellion: The Virginia Slave Conspiracies of 1800
and 1802 (1993)

Donald Fehrenbacher and Ward M. McAfee, The Slaveholding Republic: An
Account of the United States Government's Relations to Slavery (2001)

13.

14.

15.

David Barry Gaspar and Darlene Clark Hine, eds., More than Chattel: Black
Women and Slavery in the Americas (1996)

David Patrick Geggus, Slavery, War, and Revolution: The British Occupation of
Saint Domingue 1793-1798 (1982)

David Patrick Geggus, The Impact of the Haitian Revolution in the Atlantic World
(2002)
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28.

Eugene Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made (1992)

Woody Holton, Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of
the American Revolution in Virginia (1999)

C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo
Revolution (1963)

Winthrop D. Jordan, White over Black: American Attitudes toward the Negro,
1550-1812 (1968)

Matthew Mason, Slavery and Politics in the Early American Republic

Edmund Morgan, American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial
Virginia (1975)

Philip Morgan, Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth-Century
Chesapeake & Low country (1998)

Stephanie McCurry, Masters of Small Worlds: Yeoman Households, Gender
Relations, and the Political Culture of the Antebellum South Carolina Low
Country (1997)

Gary Nash, Forging Freedom: The Formation of Philadelphia’s Black
Community 1720-1840 (1988)

ADD: Richard S. Newman, The Transformation of American Abolitionism:
Fighting Slavery in the Early Republic (2001)

James Oakes, Slavery and Freedom : An Interpretation of the Old South (1998)
Mechal Sobel, The World They Made Together (1988)

James Brewer Stewart, Holy Warriors: The Abolitionists and American Slavery
(1997)



