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This course examines the consequences of independence and 

the long struggle toward nationhood. Problems common to all 

Latin American countries are analyzed followed by a detailed  

examination of the political development of the major nations 

during the nineteenth century. Primary attention is given to the 

many complex problems faced in the twentieth century to  

include the role of the church and the military in political  

affairs, the influence of foreign capital and investments, the 

emergence of the middle class sectors and major labor  

movements, the need for land reform, monoculture, population 

pressures, and foreign relations.  


