Heather A. Brown

University Address
Department of Political Science
Purdue University

(616) 784-1427 Beering Hall

habrown@purdue.edu 100 N. University St.
West Lafayette, IN 47906

Education

Ph.D. Candidate Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN

“Gender, the Family and Political Thought: Revisiting Marx’s Work”
Expected date of completion: December 2009

Abstract: This dissertation will be the first book-length study devoted exclusively to Marx’s unique
perspectives on gender and the family. It offers a fresh look at this topic in light of twenty-first
century concerns. Although Marx’s writings on gender sometimes exhibit sexism, especially
through the naturalization of certain female social functions, much of the time his work transcends
these kinds of limitations often discussed in the feminist theoretical literature on Marx. | argue that
Marx’s discussion of gender extended far beyond merely including women as factory workers.
Although Marx did not write a great deal on gender, and did not develop a systematic theory of
gender, it was for him an essential category for understanding the division of labor, production, and
society in general. | study those published writings that take up gender, as well as his 1879-1882
notebooks on non-Western and precapitalist societies, some of them still unpublished. Through a
study of the whole of this material, it becomes clear that Marx, although he never fully developed
these ideas, gave important indications toward a theory of gender and society. A systematic study
that addresses all of Marx’s writings on gender and does not conflate Marx’s position with Engels’s
more deterministic Origin of the Family Private Property and the State has yet to be done. This
study attempts to fill this significant gap in the literature on Marx and, it is hoped, offer some more
general insights into the intersectionality of gender and class.

Advisors: Kevin B. Anderson (co-chair), Berenice Carroll (co-chair), Janet Afary, and Ann Clark

Areas of Specialization: Political Theory, International Relations, Comparative Politics

Master of Arts Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
May 2005

Bachelor of Arts Aquinas College, Grand Rapids, Ml
May 2003

Conference Presentations

“Gender, Politics and Political Thought: Revisiting Marx’s Early Work,” Midwest Political Science
Association Annual Meeting. April 3, 2009.


mailto:habrown@purdue.edu�

“Multilinearism, Contingency, and Subjectivity: Reevaluating Marx on Historical Development in
Non-Western Societies,” Rethinking Marxism 2006. University of Massachusetts, Amherst.
October 26, 2006.

Respondent to a book session on Janet Afary and Kevin Anderson’s Foucault and the Iranian
Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of Islamism. Globalization and Resistance Graduate
Student Conference, Department of Philosophy, Purdue University, March 3, 2006.

"(Re)Constructing International Humanitarian Law: US Policy toward Prisoners of War in the “War
on Terror,”” Michigan Conference of Political Scientists. October 21, 2005.

“When Does ‘Never Again’ Really Mean Never Again?: East Timor as a Case Study of
International Enforcement of the Genocide Convention,” Conference of the International
Association of Genocide Scholars. June 7, 2005.

(With Roger Durham) “The Politics of Instability: Another Coup in Haiti,” Michigan Conference of
Political Scientists. October 16, 2004.

"International Enforcement of the Genocide Regime: Case Studies of Bosnia and Rwanda,"
Michigan Conference of Political Scientists. October 17, 2003.

Work in Progress

“Multilinearism, Contingency and Resistance: Reevaluating Marx on Historical Development in
Precapitalist Societies” (submitted to Political Theory)

“The State, Civil Society, and Napoleonic Intervention: The Dialectics of Civil Unrest in Early to
Mid-Nineteenth Century Spain”

Awards and Honors

Purdue Research Foundation Grant for one year of dissertation research, 2008-2009. This
fellowship is awarded competitively, with one or at most two students per department normally
receiving it.

Purdue Graduate School Summer Research Grant, 2007

Teaching Assistant, Purdue University, January 2004-2008

Research and Teaching Interests

Political Theory:
-Nineteenth and twentieth century political thought
-Gender and political theory
-Marx and political thought



-Comparative political theory

International Relations:

-Globalization, dependency and resistance

-Gender and international relations

-International enforcement of human rights norms, especially enforcement of the Genocide

Convention

Comparative Politics:
-Nationalism and ethnic conflict
-Comparative genocide studies

-The politics of political and economic development

Teaching Experience

Independent Instructor for POL 130-Introduction to International Relations, Spring 2006, Fall 2006

Teaching Assistant for:

-POL 300-Introduction to Political Analysis (Quantitative Methods course) Spring 2004
-POL 304-Israel and World Politics, Fall 2004 and Fall 2005

-POL 141-Governments of the World (Introduction to Comparative Politics), Spring 2005
-POL 342-Government and Politics in Postcommunist States, Spring 2005

-POL 231-Introduction to United States Foreign Policy, Spring 2007 and Spring 2008
-POL 130-Head TA, Introduction to International Relations, Fall 2007
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