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The philosopher Michel Serres once described Gilles Deleuze as “an excellent
example of the dynamic movement of free and inventive thinking.” Without a doubt,
Deleuze was one of the most singular and prolific philosophers of the 20t century. It
is no surprise then, that the impact of Deleuze’s thought continues to reverberate
throughout a host of diverse disciplines including Philosophy, Literature, Political
Theory, Law, Visual Arts, Film Studies, and Education. With recognition of Deleuze’s
influence in these various fields, and in the spirit of Serres’ assessment, this
conference seeks to motivate an exploration of Deleuze’s inventive thinking in the
particular areas of politics and ethics.

Thus, this conference will serve as a platform, bringing together graduate students
and faculty interested in engaging, developing, or critically examining the political
and ethical dimensions of Deleuze’s work. Possible topics include, but are not
limited to: immanent vs. transcendent criteria in ethics, political theory, law and
jurisprudence; the role of the State in relation to capitalism; the possibility of social
forms of organization radically exterior to the State forms; the positive or
productive function of desire as a creative force directly invested in the social field;
the problem of micro-fascism with respect to individual and collective processes of
subjectivation; the forms of resistance enabled by minor literature and other
processes of becoming-minor; the conception of cartography as a critical and
transformative social analytic of power relations. This two-day conference will
consist of four panels, each with three to four accepted graduate students
presenting, three keynote addresses, and a wine and cheese reception.



Keynote Speakers

We will host three preeminent Deleuze scholars as keynote speakers: Daniel Smith
and Arkady Plotnitsky, from Purdue University, and Eugene Holland, from Ohio
State University. Dr. Smith is known for national and international projects
including translations of Deleuze and Klossowski and several works on Deleuze
leading up to the forthcoming publication of his book on Deleuze’s philosophical
system. Dr. Holland specializes in social theory and modern French literature,
history, and culture. He has published widely including a 1999 volume on Deleuze
and Guattari’'s Anti-Oedipus and a forthcoming book on Nomad Citizenship. Dr.
Plotnitsky has contributed numerous publications on Deleuze and on the topics of
science, literature, and philosophy. He is currently working on a book entitled
Space-Time-Matter-Thought: Non-Euclideanism from Riemann and Deleuze, and
Beyond.

Conference Eligibility and Submission Process

We welcome submissions from graduate students of any discipline working on the
political or ethical facets of Deleuze’s philosophy. Submissions will be accepted via
email at phil-lit-conference@purdue.edu. The deadline for submissions is January
15, 2010. Authors should attach both the paper and an abstract (500 word limit) as
a Word document. The author’s name and affiliation should be omitted from the
body of the paper. In addition, the author should include the text of the abstract in
the body of the message. Be sure to include the following information in the email:
full name, departmental affiliation, degree program, and the title of your paper.
Accepted authors will receive notification no later than February 15, 2010.

Contact Information

For updates, please visit http://www.cla.purdue.edu/academic/idis/phil-
lit/conference/. All additional questions can be directed to Erin Kealey or Rocky
Clancy via email at: phil-lit-conference@purdue.edu.




