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The Brinkman Family with Professor and Department 

Head R. Douglas Hurt at the 2011 Awards Reception. 

Thomas Brinkman (second from the right) was the  

2011 James J. Shevlin Study Abroad Scholarship  

recipient.  Mr. Brinkman used his scholarship to  

travel and study in Spain and Germany. 

Katrina Galt (L), family member and  Melinda Zook, 

Associate Professor and the Director of the Department 

of Historyôs Honors Program, at the 2011 History  

Honors Forum. Ms. Galtôs  honors thesis was ñDrama, 

Divorce, and Diplomacy: Royal Marriage in Georgian 

England. ñ 

Associate Professor Caroline 

Janney and her HIST 476 class 

The Civil War in Myth and 

Memory during 2011 Spring 

Break class trip to the Shiloh and 

Corinth Battlefields.  

Students of Assistant Professor  

Jennifer Forayôs HIST 104 class 

Introduction to the Modern World  

depicting historical figures on  

Halloween Day. 
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The Department of History had an exceptionally productive and successful year.  The faculty 

published a host of books, articles, and essays and received important grants that brought further 

national and international recognition.  The department maintained its reputation for excellent 

teaching and taught more than 6,000 undergraduate and 65 graduate students during the calendar 

year. Highlights of the year included welcoming David Atkinson to the department as our  

specialist in U.S. Foreign Relations, a spring break trip led by Professor Carrie Janney to the  

Shiloh and Corinth battlefields as part of her course on memory and the Civil War, and Deborah 

Fleetham's development of an award winning online course for the Introduction to the Modern 

World.  Professors Alicia Decker, Sally Hastings, Stacy Holden, Charles Ingrao, Frank Lambert, 

and Yvonne Pitts presented papers at international conferences, and our graduate students  

published a battery of articles and presented their research at professional conferences.  The  

department's Honors Program, under the direction of Professor Melinda Zook, continued to set the 

standard for excellence among all Honors programs on campus, and Phi Alpha Theta with the 

guidance of Professor Stacy Holden and the History Organization with the leadership of Professor 

Zook provided a variety of opportunities for students to engage in the study of history beyond the  

classroom.  Our alumni have been busy establishing and pursuing their careers, and we are  

particularly glad to know about their activities and families.  In the pages that follow you can 

learn about the achievements of our students, faculty, and alumni.  On behalf of the Department 

of History we are grateful for your support.  We look forward to another year of providing  

excellent teaching, conducting research and publication, and maintaining our contacts with our 

friends and alumni. 
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The Department of History Newsletter introduces a new feature Department of History Scholarships and 

their Donors.  Annually, a scholarship and its donor will be highlighted. The Department of History is  

fortunate to have friends who are dedicated to furthering the education of undergraduate and graduate  

students by providing funds which help to pay for books, tuition and to defray the cost for research travel. 

Feature:  department of history scholarships and their donors  

The inaugural feature is dedicated to the PAUL AND REED BENHAMOU GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP.  In 2006, Paul 

(Professor Emeritus of French in Purdue Universityôs Foreign Language and Literature Department) and Reed (Professor 

Emerita of Interior Design at Indiana University) Benhamou established the Paul and Reed Benhamou Graduate  

Scholarship for graduate students who specialize in Early Modern European history with a concentration in early modern 

France from 1615 through 1815. 

 

Professor Emeritus Paul Benhamou grew up in French Algeria.  He received a Licence-es-Lettres from the University of 

Dijon, France with a major in English and American literature.  He taught English in an Algerian high school until the 

political situation forced his family to relocate to France.  He moved to the United States and received his M.A. and 

Ph.D. from the University of Iowa in French Literature.  Beginning his academic career at Purdue University in 1969, 

Professor Benhamou taught eighteenth-century French literature and French civilization.  During his thirty-one years at 

Purdue he published extensively on the pre-revolutionary French periodical press, on the reading trade in Lyons and on 

the Anti-Philosophes (particularly Elie-Catherine Freron).  Also during his tenure, he chaired the French section of the 

Foreign Language and Literature department, founded the Association of the Friends of French which supports  

undergraduate and graduate French students in study abroad programs and their ability to attend professional  

conferences.  In November 2001, Professor Benhamou was honored by the French Government with the Palmes 

Academiques Award for his service in promoting French culture and language in the United States.  This award,  

established in 1808 by Napoleon, is considered the most prestigious award a scholar can receive from the French  

government.  Since his retirement, he cultivates his garden (¨ la Voltaire), writes the occasional review, participates in 

eighteenth-century conferences, cooks Sephardic delicacies, and delights in books by David Liss and Carlos Ruiz-Zaf·n. 

 

Professor Emerita Reed Benhamou received her B.A. in French from the University of Iowa, her M.A. in interior design 

and her Ph.D. in history from Purdue University.  Her dissertation, ñPublic and Private Art Education in France (1648-

1793),ò directed by Prof. Vern Foley, became her first book.  She taught at Purdue (2-D design, interior design, and  

interior design history) and Washington State University (interior design and interior design history) before joining the 

faculty of Indiana Universityôs Department of Apparel Merchandising and Interior Design in 1999, where she directed 

the Interior Design program and became department chair in 2000.  She was associated with the national accrediting 

agency for academic programs of interior design programs (1985-2008), and served as associate editor of Technology 

and Culture (2005-2010). Her most recent work, Regulating the Acad®mie: Art, Rules and Power in Ancien R®gime 

France, was published by the Voltaire Foundation in 2009; other publications focus on art and architectural education in 

eighteenth-century France, and French and English material culture, including automata, decorative arts and materials, 

fashion, public baths, and space planning.  Her current project is a biography of eighteenth-century artist and academic 

administrator Charles-Joseph Natoire.  

 

Since 2007, with Alexandra K. Yackovich being the inaugural scholarship recipient, the Department of History has  

presented The Paul and Reed Benhamou Graduate Scholarship to eight graduate students with Ms. Natalie Latteri being 

the 2011 recipient.  Ms. Latteri, is a member of the first class in the Department of Historyôs ñfast-trackò program.  Last 

year she completed her M.A. and immediately went into the Ph.D. program.  Ms. Latteri will be using her scholarship for 

her Ph.D. research at the archives in France. 

 

The Department of History is grateful to the Benhamouôs for their continued support to the graduate students in realizing 

their professional goals as historians. 



Department of History welcomes  

Assistant Professor David C. Atkinson  

The Department of History introduces Assistant Professor David Atkinson as its newest faculty 

member, specializing in U.S. Foreign Relations.  Professor Atkinson received his B.A. from the 

University of Manchester, UK in American Studies, and his M.A. and Ph.D. from Boston  

University in History.  Upon graduating from Boston University, he took a position as Lecturer in 

the College of General Studies at Boston University.  Professor Atkinsonôs book In Theory and In 

Practice: Harvardôs Center for International Affairs, 1958-1983 was published by the  

Weatherhead Center for International Affairs/Harvard University Press (2008).  His honors include: The James A. 

Barnes Club Award for Best Paper in International History from Temple University; The Angela J. and James J. Rallis 

Memorial Award from the Boston University Humanities Foundation, and the Jesse Davies Kandel Prize for Outstanding  

Dissertation from Manchester University, UK.   In his first semester at Purdue, Professor Atkinson taught HIST 302  

Historical Topics: The U.S. in the World and HIST 586 U.S. Foreign Affairs to World War I. 

 

The department welcomes Professor Atkinson! 

Department of History welcomes  

Two recent ph.d. graduates to the  on - line Lecturers  
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Dr. Deborah Fleetham received her B.A. from Calvin College, a Visiting Fellowship to the Humboldt 

Universitªt zu Berlin and her Ph.D. from the University of Rochester.  Her major field is Europe since 

1789 with specializations in modern Germany, Womenôs/Gender, and Religious history.  Dr. Fleetham 

came to the Department of History in the fall of 2002 as a Visiting Scholar and in 2007 she became a 

Continuing Lecturer. 

 

During the summer 2010, Dr. Fleetham developed an on-line version of HIST 104ïIntroduction to the Modern World for 

the Department of History and Continuing Education.  The course was first offered in the spring 2011 with great success.  

For her outstanding work in developing this course, Dr. Fleetham received the 2011 Award for Excellence in Distance 

Learning which is awarded by Continuing Education.  Because of the success with Professor Fleethamôs HIST 104, two 

more distant learning classesðHIST 151-American History to 1877 and 152-United States since 1877ðwere offered in 

the fall 2011.   

Feature: Continuing lecturer Deborah fleetham  

Kara Kvaran and Karen Sonnelitter are spring 2011 Ph.D. graduates from the Department of History.  They both taught 

on-line courses during the fall 2011. 

 

Kara Kvaran received her B.A. from Eastern Michigan University and her M.A. and Ph.D. from Purdue 

Universityôs Department of History in U.S. History.  She accepted a Limited Term Lecturer position with 

the Department of History and Continuing Education.  Dr. Kvaran taught the HIST 151 American History 

to 1877 on-line course. 

 

Karen Sonnelitter received her B.A. from Ithaca College, one M.A. from the University of 

Connecticut and a second M.A. from the Queenôs University-Belfast, Ireland, and her Ph.D. 

from Purdue Universityôs Department of History in European History.  She accepted a Continuing  

Lecturer position with the Department of History and Continuing Education. Dr. Sonnelitter taught HIST 

104 Introduction to the Modern World and 152 United States since 1877 on-line courses. 



Page 5  
DEPARTMENT  OF H ISTORY                             NEWSLETTER   2011 

CDO@QSLDMS NE GHRSNQX R@XR ºE@QDVDKK» SN 

Associate Professors Rainer Buschmann and Michael Ryan  

  

In 2011 the Department of History congratulated and said ñfarewellò to two faculty members. 

 

RAINER BUSCHMANN (Associate Professor ï Pacific history) returned to California State  

University-Channel Islands, Camarillo, CA.  He took the position of professor of history where he will 

teach World History, History of the Pacific Ocean, History of Oceans (Atlantic, Indian and Pacific),  

History of  Modern Europe (with particular emphasis on Germany) and History of Early Modern Europe 

(with particular emphasis on Spain).   

 

 

MICHAEL RYAN (Associate ProfessorðEuropean history)  accepted an associate professor 

position at the University of New Mexicoôs Department of History.  He will be teaching their  

Medieval courses and will work with the departmentôs Latin American and Iberian Institute and  

Institute for Medieval Studies. 

memorial  

In the spring of 2011, Mrs. Joanne Troutner established THE LARY W. TROUTNER  

SCHOLARSHIP IN HISTORY to honor her husband Lary W. Troutner. Mr. Troutner obtained his 

B.A. (1976) in History from Purdue University and his M.B.A. from the University of North Dakota. He 

served in the U.S. Air Force from 1977-1981 as a missile launch officer at Minot AFB, ND. Mr.  

Troutner returned to the Greater Lafayette area and worked at Purdue University for 28 years.  For most 

of his career he was the Director of Financial Affairs in the College of Technology.  His last position 

was the Business Process Manager. Mr. Troutner was active in the Central Association of College and 

University Business Officers (CACUBO), enjoyed Purdue sports, golf and reading. He was born September 6, 1954, in 

Van Nuys, California, educated in California and South Carolina, and graduated from high school in Japan.   

emeriti  

GORDON MORK was the Destination Lecturer for Royal Caribbean International Cruise, February 25-March 7, 2011. 

 

_____ was recognized for his thirty years of meritorious service to the Greater Lafayette Holocaust Remembrance  

Committee at their 31st Conference (November 13-15, 2011) titled ñReflections on KRISTALLNACHTò.  

 

DONALD PARMAN wrote an encyclopedia entry on the ñMormon War of 1857-58.ò  The essay will be published in 

The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Social History.  Parman also spoke on the American Civil War for a class offered 

by WALLA (Wabash Area Lifetime Learning Association).  He attended the symposium ñWiping Away the Tears: The 

Battle of Tippecanoe in History and Memoryò that took place on November 3-5 which was co-chaired by Dawn Marsh 

(Assistant Professor of U.S. History). 

 

JON TEAFORD was elected president of the Urban History Association. 
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faculty HONORED  

CORNELIUS BYNUM (Associate Professor of U.S. history) was promoted to associate professor and awarded  

tenure in July 2011. 

 

JOHN CONTRENI (Professor of European history) was appointed to the editorial board of Speculum 

for a four-year term.  Speculum is a journal of the Medieval Academy of America, the flagship  

professional organization of North American Medievalists. 

 

_____ continues as an appointed member of the Medieval Academy of Americaôs Finance Committee. 

 

_____ was honored for forty years at Purdue University. 

 

SUSAN CURTIS (Professor of U.S. history)  received funding from the Purdue Research  

Foundation to support her project ñThe Spanish Harlem Renaissance Puerto Rican Cultural Production 

in New York 1930ôsð1960ôs: A Tri-Racial People in Bi-Racial America.ò  

 

CHARLES CUTTER (Professor of Latin-American history) was honored for twenty years at Purdue 

University. 

 

_____ received sabbatical leave for the 2011-2012 academic year. 

 

ALICIA DECKER (Assistant Professor of African history) received funding from the Purdue Research 

Foundation to support her project ñThe Taste of Modernity: Beauty, Domesticity, and National Identity in 

Post-Colonial Cameroon, 1960-1982.ò 

 

_____ has been appointed the coordinator of the new Womenôs Studies in Uganda program. 

 

DARREN DOCHUK (Associate Professor of U.S. history) was promoted to associate  

professor and awarded tenure in July 2011. 

 

_____ won the American Historical Associationôs John H. Dunning Prize in recognition of  

outstanding historical writing in United States History with his publication From Bible Belt to 

Sunbelt. 

 

_____ received an Enhancing Research in the Humanities and Arts Grant. 

 

DEBORAH FLEETHAM (Continuing Lecturer) was awarded the 2011 Award for Excellence in Distance Learning 

for developing and teaching the HIST 104 on-line course. 

 

NANCY GABIN (Associate Professor of U.S. history) received Mortar Boardôs Helen B. 

Schleman Gold Medallion Award on March 31, 2011. 

 

SALLY HASTINGS (Associate Professor of Asian history) received sabbatical leave for 

the fall of 2011. 

 

STACY HOLDEN (Associate Professor of Middle Eastern and North African history) was 

promoted to associate professor and awarded tenure in July 2011. 

 

_____received funding from Purdue University to support her project ñHistoric Preservation 

in the Medinas of Colonial Morocco.ò 

 

 

 

Charles 

Cutter 

Nancy Gabin (front row 

right) and presenters 

John  

Contreni 

Darren Dochuk 
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faculty HONORED ¹ continues  

STACY HOLDEN received a Summer Faculty Grant from the Purdue Research Foundation.  She traveled to Nantes, 

France, to research her next book which looks at the colonial policy of historic preservation in French Morocco between 

1912 and 1940. 

 

CHARLES INGRAO (Professor of European history) was a Fulbright Fellow in Cyprus (Jan.-July) teaching and  

working with colleagues in the islandôs Greekïand TurkishïCypriot communities.  

 

___________was honored for thirty-five years at Purdue University. 

 

CAROLINE JANNEY (Associate Professor of U.S. history) received a College of Liberal Artsô Center for Humanistic 

Studies Fellowship which allowed her to take research leave in the fall 2011. 

 

FRANKLIN LAMBERT (Professor of U.S. history) was honored for twenty years at Purdue University 

 

JOHN LARSON (Professor of U.S. history) received funding from the Purdue Research Foundation to support his  

project ñGalena, Illinois: The Rise and Fall of Frontier Urbanization in the American Midwest, 1820 - 1870.ò 

 

DAWN MARSH (Assistant Professor of U.S. history) was awarded a semester fellowship from the Center for  

Undergraduate Instructional Excellence for her project ñProphetstown Revisited: Local History, Global Legacy.ò  This 

fellowship allowed her to take research leave during fall 2011. 

 

ROBERT MAY (Professor of U.S. history) was chair of the book prize committee for the Mississippi 

Historical Society. 

 

MICHAEL MORRISON (Associate Professor of U.S. history) was rated 17th best professor in the 

U.S. by RateMyProfessors.com. 

 

_____ was voted ñbest professorò by The Exponent Readersô Choice Awards.  His class HIST 371  

Society,  Culture, and Rock and Roll was voted ñbest classò. 

 

_____ honored for twenty years at Purdue University. 

 

_____ was appointed interim director of the College of Liberal Arts Honors Program for fall 2011. 

 

YVONNE PITTS (Assistant Professor of U.S. history) received funding from the Purdue Research Foundation  

National Institute on Drug Abuse to support her project ñWhen White Men Merit Lynching:  Racialized Violence in the 

United States, 1880 -1930.ò 

 

RANDY ROBERTS (Distinguished Professor of U.S. history) was selected by the College of Liberal Artôs  

Educational Excellence Committee as the 2011 Educational Excellence Award recipient. 

 

_____ Joe Louis: Hard Times Man (Yale University Press, 2010): was named runner-up for the Los Angeles 

Book Festival ñbest bookò prize. 

 

_____ was selected by Kirkus Reviews as one of the best books of the year on both its nonfiction and  

biography lists. 

 

_____ was chosen by Choice as an Outstanding Academic Book for 2011. 

 

 

 

 

Michael  

Morrison 

by Max  

Robertson, 

Senior Graphic 

Artist for The 

Exponent 

Randy 

Roberts 
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JOHN CONTRENI (Professor of European history) presented ñCarolingian Glosses on Bede: óOld Orthodoxies Dies 

Hardô.ò Forty-Sixth International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, May  

12, 2011. 

 

_____ made a presentation to the Colonial Dames XVII Century organization in August 2011. 

 

_____ presented ñDavid Letterman Meets the Crusades.ò  Plenary Address, 21st Annual Conference of the Texas  

Medieval Association, Baylor University, Waco, TX, September 30, 2011. 

 

_____ presented ñThe Recorded Word in the Middle Ages:  From the Codex to the Printing Press.ò  WALLA (Wabash 

Area Lifetime Learning Association), West Lafayette, IN, October 9, 2011. 

 

_____ presented ñôLet Schools be Establishedéô for What? The Meaning of Admonitio Generalis cap. 72.ò  Music in 

the Carolingian World-Witnesses to a Meta-discipline: A Conference in Honor of Charles M. Atkinson. Ohio State  

University, Columbus, OH, October 29, 2011. 

 

ALICIA DECKER (Assistant Professor of African history) presented ñMilitarism, Nationalism, and  

Intimacy:  Musings on the Five Wives of Idi Amin.ò Sub-Saharan Africa in the 1970s: Crisis,  

Conflicts and Transformations International Conference, University of Bologna, Italy, January, 2011. 

 

_____ presented ñ óSometime you may leave your husband in Karuma Falls or in the forest thereô: A  

Gendered History of Disappearance in Idi Aminôs Uganda.ò  Reframing Knowledge Production on 1970ôs 

Uganda, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, February, 2011. 

 

_____ participated in the Womenôs Studies North and South: Addressing Global Gender and Social  

Justice Issues International Conference, Bellagio Center, Italy, September 2011. 

 

_____ presented an invited lecture titled ñWomen, War and Militarism: Reflections on the Ouster of Idi Amin (1978-

1979).ò Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, October 2011. 

 

_____ coordinated the fourth annual Womenôs Studies Film Festival, October 2011. 

 

_____ participated in a roundtable discussion on ñWomenôs Studies North and South:  Theory, Policy, Activism.ò 

NWSA meetings, Atlanta, GA, November 2011. 

 

 

 

faculty -  presentations/conferences  

faculty HONORED ¹ continues  

RANDY ROBERTS was voted runner up for ñbest professorò by The Exponent Readersô Choice Awards. 

 

_____ received funding from the Purdue Research Foundation to support his project ñNo More Blues in 

the Night:  George Foreman and the World in Crisis.ò  

 

MICHAEL SMITH (Associate Professor of European history) was honored for fifteen years at  

Purdue University. 

 

WHITNEY WALTON (Professor of European history) received a sabbatical for the 2011-2012  

academic year. 

Whitney 

Walton 

Alicia 

Decker 
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RAY DUMETT (Professor of African history) presented a conference paper titled 

ñBritish and French Trade and Imperialism in West Africa in the late nineteenth- 

century.ò The symposium honored Professor Antony G. Hopkins of the University of 

Texas. University of Texas, Austin, TX, April 12-13, 2011. 

 

WILLIAM GRAY (Associate Professor of European history) presented ñSigns of  

Eurosion: Germanyôs Waning Commitment to Europe in Historical Perspectiveò at the 

Erdogan Kumcu Memorial Lecture.  Ball State University, Muncie, IN, March 2011. 

 

SALLY HASTINGS (Associate  Professor of Asian history) presented ñMount Holyoke College: Teachers to Japan, 

Students from Japan.ò  Asian Studies Conference Japan, International Christian University, Tokyo, Japan, June 25-26, 

2011. 

 

________ presented the Keynote Address: ñJapanese Women Legislators:  Getting into Office and Staying There.ò  

Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Canakkale, Turkey, October 14, 2011. 

 

R. DOUGLAS HURT (Professor of U.S. history) presented ñIndian Policy and the Ohio Frontier.ò Garst Museum, 

Greenville, OH, October 23, 2011. 

 

CHARLES INGRAO (Professor of European history) gave seminars on the Scholarsô Initiative and 

Israeli-Palestinian conflicts at universities in Cyprus, Lebanon and Britainôs House of Commons. 

 

_____ presented four lectures on the Balkans conflicts at the State Departmentôs Foreign Service  

Institute in January and August and at Camp Atterbury in January and September to U.S. Army  

intelligence and command units en route to Kosovo. 

 

REBEKAH KLEIN-PEJĠOVĆ (Assistant Professor of European history) presented ñThe Emergence 

of Slovak Jewish Identity in Interwar Czechoslovakiaò as part of the three-part lecture series  

Nationalism in the Lands of the Habsburg Monarchy.  The series was sponsored by the Society for the 

History of Czechoslovak Jews and the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences at the Bohemian  

National Hall, New York City, NY, February 24, 2011. 

 

FRANKLIN LAMBERT (Professor of U.S. history) was the Keynote Lecturer at the Pietists and Lutherans in the  

Pre-revolutionary and Revolutionary Atlantic World Conference, Halle, Germany, August 24-27, 2011.  This  

International Symposium marked  the 300th birthday of Henry Melchior M¿hlenberg.  M¿hlenberg is considered the 

patriarch of the Lutheran Church in the United States. 

 

JOHN LARSON (Professor of U.S. history) and MICHAEL MORRISON (Associate Professor of U.S. history)  

co-directed an NEH Summer Seminar for university and college teachers at the Library Company of Philadelphia.  The 

topic was ñThe Problem of Governance in the Early Republic.ò Philadelphia, PA, June 19-July 13, 2011. 

 

_________ presented ñHistory, Public Opinion and Environment.ò  Purdue University, W. Lafayette, IN, September 28, 

2011.  This presentation was part of Purdue Universityôs Green Week. 

 

ROBERT MAY (Professor of U.S. history) gave many public presentations on Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War to 

commemorate the Sesquicentennial. 

faculty -  presentations/conferences  continues  

Rebekah  

Klein-

Pejġov§  

William Gray in Normandy 
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faculty publications  

JOHN CONTRENI (Professor of European history) published ñGregorius Turonensisò in the Catalogus  

Translationum et Commentariorum: Mediaeval and Renaissance Latin Translations and Commentaries, vol. IX, ed. 

Virginia Brown. Washington D.C.: Catholic University of American Press (2011).  The Catalogus aims to 

publish studies of all authors before 600 C.E. (Greek and Latin) whose works were the subjects of  

translations or commentaries in the Middle Ages and Renaissance.  Gregory of Tours, who died in 594, 

just barely qualified for a chapter. 

 

RAY DUMETT (Professor of African history) published ñGeorge Ekem Fergusonò, ñJohn Sarbah, the  

Elderò, and ñJohn Mensah Sarbah,ò The Dictionary of African Biography, eds. Henry Louis Gates and E. 

A. Akyeampong. Oxford University Press, New York, NY (2011). 

 

_____ published ñAnglo-French Commercial Rivalry, African Agency and Imperialism on the Gold Coast/

Ivory Coast Frontier, 1880-1904,ò Africa, Empire and Globalization, ed. Toyin Falola. Duke University 

Press, Durham, NC (2011). 

 

SALLY HASTINGS (Associate Professor of Asian history) published ñA Dinner Party is not a Revolution: Space, 

Gender, and Hierarchy in Meiji Japan,ò Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan, eds. Jan  

Bardsley and Laura Miller. University of California Press, Berkeley, CA, (2011). 

 

STACY HOLDEN (Associate Professor of Middle Eastern and North African history) published ñPomp and  

Circumstance: Royal Symbolism and the óId al-Kabir Sacrifice in Morocco,ò Arab Studies Journal 19, no. 1 (Spring 

2011). 

 

_____ published ñMuslim and Jewish Interaction in Moroccan Meat Markets, 1873-1912,ò Jewish Culture and Society 

in North Africa, eds. Daniel Schroeter and Emily Gottreich. Indiana University Press, Bloomington, IN, (2011). 

 

 

 

Sally  

Hastings 

Until lions have their historians, talks of the hunt shall always glorify the hunters. 

African proverb 

 

faculty -  presentations/conferences  continues  

YVONNE PITTS (Assistant Professor in U.S. history) presented ñSex, Death and Insanity: Female  

Sexuality and Evidence of Mental Unsoundness in 19th Century American Inheritance Disputes.ò 30th 

Annual Conference of the Australian and New Zealand Law and History Society. The University of  

Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, December 13, 2011. 

 

MICHAEL SMITH (Associate Professor in European history) was a presenter at  ñIt Takes a Team:  

Reflections at the 50th Anniversary of Human Spaceflight.ò Purdue University, W. Lafayette IN,  

November 10, 2011.  The panel commemorated the first space flight by Yuri Gagarin of Russia, the Cold 

War between the USSR and the U.S., the first  U.S. flight by Alan Shepard and the impact of Kennedyôs 

election on the U.S. space program. 

Michael  

Smith 
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faculty publications continues  

CHARLES INGRAO (Professor of European history) [with Yasir Yilmaz, Ph.D. candidate in European history]  

reviewed ñOttoman vs. Habsburg: Motives and Priorities,ò Empires and Peninsulas: Southeastern Europe between  

Karlowitz and the Peace of Adrianople, 1699-1829, eds. Mitev, Parvev, Baramova and Racheva (2011). 

 

CAROLINE JANNEY (Associate Professor of U.S. history) published ñWar over a Shrine of Peace:  The Appomattox 

Peace Monument and Retreat from Reconciliation,ò Journal of Southern History, 72 (February 2011). 

 

DAWN MARSH (Assistant Professor of U.S. history) [and Linda Joyce Forristal] published 

ñRevisiting MacCannellôs Site Sacralization Theory as an Analytical Tool: Historic Prophetstown 

as a Case Study,ò International Journal of Tourism Research, 12, issue 6 (November/December 

2011). 

 

RANDY ROBERTS (Distinguished Professor of  U.S. history)  published the chapter ñEmperors 

of Masculinity:  John L. Sullivan, Jack Johnson, and Changing Ideals of Manhood and Race in 

America,ò Sport, Race, and Ethnicity: Narratives of Difference and Diversity. FiT (Fit  

Information Technology), ed. Daryl Adair (2011). 

Dawn Marsh 

faculty books  

 

JOHN CONTRENI (Professor of European history) published Learning and Culture 

in Carolingian  Europe: Letters, Numbers, Exegesis, and Manuscripts. Variorum  

Collected Studies Series. Farnham: Ashgate, 2011.  

DARREN DOCHUK (Associate Professor of U.S. history) published Sunbelt  

Rising: The Politics of Space, Place, and Religion, co-edited with Michelle  

Nickerson. The University of Pennsylvania Press 2011. 
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faculty books continues  

JENNIFER FORAY (Assistant Professor of European history) published Visions of  

Empire in the Nazi Occupied Netherlands.  Cambridge University Press, 2011. 

R. DOUGLAS HURT (Professor of U.S. history) published The Big Empty: The 

Great Plains in the Twentieth Century, University of Arizona Press, 2011. 

.R. DOUGLAS HURT (Professor of U.S. history) edited African American Life in 

the Rural South 1900-1950, University of Missouri Press, 1st paperback edition, 

2011. 
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faculty book continues  

CHARLES INGRAO (Professor of European history) [with Nikola Samardzic and 

Jovan Peselj] edited The Peace of Passarowitz, 1718, Purdue University Press, 

2011. 

ROBERT MAY (Professor of U.S. history) [with Jill May] published Howard Pyle: 

Imaging an American School of Art, University of Illinois Press, 2011. 
 

RANDY ROBERTS (Distinguished Professor of  U.S. history) published A Team 

for America:  The Army-Navy Game That Rallied a Nation, Houghton Mifflin  

Harcourt, 2011. 
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faculty in the news  

SUSAN CURTIS (Professor of U.S. history) was interviewed for the Spring 2011 issue of CLAôs THiNK Magazine in 

the article ñBlurred Lines.ò 

 

_____ and Charles Cutter (Associate Professor of Latin American history) were interviewed in ñProfessor makes home 

in bungalow,ò The Exponent  26 October 2011. This was part of a feature showcasing famous local architecture.  The 

couples home, the Reisner House, is a 1920ôs modern bungalow.  

 

ARIEL de la FUENTE (Associate Professor of Latin American history) was interviewed for the Spring 2011 issue of 

CLAôs THiNK Magazine in the article ñBlurred Lines.ò 

 

VERN FOLEY (Associate Professor of U.S. history) was pictured in ñNative American Cultural Center: Heritage 

Month begins with drum circle,ò The Exponent, 2 November 2011.  

 

JENNIFER FORAY (Assistant Professor of European history) was interviewed in 

ñHalloween and history a good pair; some Purdue students even speak up in class,ò Lafayette 

Journal and Courier, 2 November 2011. 

 

WILLIAM  GRAY (Associate Professor of European history) participated as an ñindependent 

historianò in the German Foreign Ministry investigation of how the German Foreign Service 

dealt with problems of the Nazi past.   

 

R. DOUGLAS HURT (Professor of U.S. history) was interviewed in the spring by ñFarm 

News Radioò about nineteenth-century U.S. agricultural history. 

 

CAROLINE JANNEY (Associate Professor of U.S. history) was interviewed in ñHistorian 

talks about memories, memorials as part of 150th Civil War anniversary,ô Purdue 

Today, 15 February 2011. 

 

___ was interviewed in ñCivil War: 150th anniversary sparks debate,ò The  

Exponent, February 24, 2011.  

 

___was interviewed in ñClass examines causes, relevance of Civil War,ò The  

Exponent, 12 April 2011. 

 

___ was interviewed in ñHistory prof: A decade of memories, remember the 10th anniversary of 9/11,ò  

Purdue Today, 15 August 2011. 

 

___ was interviewed by WLFI ñNewsò  for the September 5 newscast and the September 6, 2011, on-line article 

ñAmericansô memory of 9/11 evolving: How Americans remember 9/11 beginning to change.ò 

 

___ was interviewed in ñSeptember 11, 2001: Age gap affects memories,ò The Exponent, 9 September  2011. 

 

ROBERT MAY (Professor of U.S. history) was interviewed in ñCivil War: 150th anniversary sparks 

debate,ò The Exponent, 24 February 2011.  

 

 

 

Jennifer Foray 

(middle) with teaching 

assistants Becca Venter 

(L) and Liberty Sproat 

(R) dressed as  

historical characters 

Catherine Medici, a 

Russian revolutionary 

and a fraulin  

consorting with a 

WWII GI for Forayôs 

HIST 104 Halloween 

class. 

Caroline 

Janney 

Robert May 
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faculty in the news  continues  

DAWN MARSH (Assistant Professor of U.S. history) was interviewed by WBAA Radio on October 27, 2011 to  

promote the Wiping Away the Tears Symposium. 

 

_____ was interviewed in ñAnother shot at telling the story of Prophetstown,ò Lafayette Journal and Courier, 

30  October 2011. 

 

MICHAEL MORRISON (Associate Professor of U.S. history) was interviewed in ñProfessor brings new generation 

rock ónô roll,ò The Exponent, 16 January 2011. 

 

_____ was interviewed in ñPurdueôs rock ónô roll professor hits No. 17 on national charts,ò  Journal and Courier,  

Sunday 1 May 2011. 

 

RANDY ROBERTS (Distinguished Professor of history) was interviewed in ñDid You Know?: Randy Roberts,ò  

Purdue Today, 18 February 2011. 

 

_____ was interviewed in ñJokeôs on those who joke about Japan,ò USA Today, 16 March 2011. 

 

_____ was interviewed in ñSeptember 11, 2001: Age gap affects Memories,ò The Exponent 9 September 2011. 

 

_____ gave many radio interviews on his recently published book A Team for America:  The Army-Navy Game That 

Rallied a Nation 

 

MICHAEL SMITH (Associate Professor of European history) was featured in ñPurdue to celebrate human space 

flight,ò The Exponent, 10 November 2011. 

 

_____ was featured in ñNASA: speakers commemorate first flight,ò The Exponent, 11 November 2011. 

M.A. and Ph.d. Graduates of 2011  

 

 

SPRING 2011 GRADUATES 

Elise DermineurðPh.D. 

Nicholas GasparðM.A. 

Demetrius GloverðPh.D. 

Eric HallðPh.D. 

Jill KrasuskiðM.A. 

Tim OlinðM.A.. 

Sara MorrisðPh.D.. 

John SmithðPh.D. 

Karen SonnelitterðPh.D. 

  

 

 

 

SUMMER 2011 GRADUATES  

Micah ChildressðPh.D. 

Sanket DesaiðM.A. 

Christian GriggsðPh.D. 

Kara KvaranðPh.D. 

Natalie LatteriðM.A. 

Jamal RatchfordðPh.D. 

 

FALL 2011 GRADUATES  

Christopher PetrakosðPh.D. 
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New Graduate students  

(L-R back row)  

Rachel Steeley is pursuing her M.A. in  U.S. history. 

Jordyn Ward is pursuing her M.A. in U.S. history. 

Patty Hess is pursuing her M.A. in U.S. history. 

Donald Trevor Burrows is in the fast-track program  

 pursuing his Ph.D. in U.S. history. 

 

(L-R front row)  

Max Rieger is pursuing his  Ph.D. in U.S. history. 

Leeanne Skirzynski is pursuing her M.A. in  

 European history. 

Andrew McGregor is pursuing his Ph.D. in U.S. history. 

Brian Alberts is in the fast-track program pursuing 

 his Ph.D. in U.S. history. 

Mark Otto is in the fast-track program pursuing his Ph.D.  

 in European history. 

David Graham is pursuing his Ph.D. in U.S. history. 

Keenan Shimko is pursuing his M.A. in European  

 history. (Shimko is behind Graham and Shownir)  

Matt Shownir is pursuing his M.A. in European history. 

Michael Chornesky is pursuing his Ph.D. in 

U.S. history (not pictured). 

WELCOMING PICNIC  

John Larson (Professor of U.S. history and Director of 

Graduate Education) hosted the annual picnic  

welcoming the new graduate students and allowing 

senior graduate students to catch up with each other. 

New graduate students Brian Alberts, (Max 

Rieger and Keenan Shimko in background)  

David Graham and Mark Otto. 

 

Erica Morin and Brittany 

Bayless-Fremion (both 

are Ph.D. candidates in 

U.S. history). 

Douglas Hurt (Professor 

of U.S. history and  

Department Head),  

Professor Larson and Jeff 

Perry (Ph.D. candidate in 

U.S. history). 
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GHRSNQX FQ@CT@SD RSTCDMS @RRNBH@SHNM½R 'GFR@( NEEHBDQR 

PRESIDENTðMauricio Castro (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) 

VICE PRESIDENTðRebecca Venter (Ph.D. candidate in European history) 

SECRETARYðLibby Sproat (Ph.D. candidate in European history) 

AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVEðJeff Perry (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) 

EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVEðJohn Fahey (Ph.D. candidate in European history) 

GLOBAL REPRESENTATIVEðSuparna Chakraborty (Ph.D. candidate in South Asian history) 

OFF-CAMPUS REPRESENTATIVEð Brandon Ward (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) 

REPRESENTATIVE-AT-LARGEðJosh Jeffers (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) 

GFR@½R HMSDQM@K BNMEDQDMBD 

In spring 2011 the History Graduate 

Student Association (HGSA)  

organized the third biennial HGSA 

Internal Conference.  A call for  

papers went out to both history  

graduate students and to students of 

related disciplines.  The conference  

consisted of multiple panels  

covering a variety of topics.   

Members of the faculty served as 

chairs of these panels while senior 

graduate students took on the  

responsibility of commenting on the papers presented.  The conference concluded with the participation of Keynote 

Speaker Matthew Lassiter, Associate Professor of history and urban and regional planning at the University of  

Michigan.  He is the author of The Silent Majority Suburban Politics in the Sunbelt South. 

PANEL MEMBERS (L-R) Caroline Janney (Associate Professor in U.S.  

history), Josh Jeffers (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history), Jeffrey Perry (Ph.D.  

candidate in U.S. history),  John Kennedy (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) and 

Patrick Pospisek (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) 

Graduate students -  honored  

ANGELA GHIONEA (Ph.D candidate in European history) received the Bilsland-Puskas Fellowship for 2011-2012. 

Ms. Ghionea had previously received the Purdue fellowship in 2010-2011. 

 

JOHN FAHEY (Ph.D. candidate in European history) was accepted into I.U. Bloomingtonôs SWEESL program for 

Hungarian Language Study. 

 

AMY HARRIS (Ph.D. candidate in European history) received an honorable mention in the Grace L. Smart Award for 

excellence in rhetoric/historical writing in Purdueôs 80th Annual Literary Awards Contest for her essay ñGod Created 

Us to be Different:  Discourses of Citizenship, African Identity and Gay and Lesbian Activism in Contemporary South 

Africa.ò 
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NATALIE LATTERI (Ph.D. candidate in European history) received a Newberry Renaissance Consortium Grant to 

attend a Latin Paleography course at Newberry Library, Chicago, IL, fall 2011. 

 

TIMOTHY LOMBARDO (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) received a short-term visiting fellowship 

from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for research at the Library Company of Philadelphia and the 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, summer 2011. 

 

JACQUELINE-BETHEL TCHOUTA MOUGOUÉ (Ph.D. candidate in African history) received a 

2011-2012 Purdue Research Foundation Award for her dissertation research in Cameroon. 

 

_____________ was a finalist for the 2011-2012 Fulbright IIE. 

 

ERICA MORIN (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) received the 2011 Class of 1922 Helping  

Students Learn Award for her innovative work ñExtra!Extra! Read All About It!: Structuring the 

History Survey Around the Motif of the Newspaper.ò  Ms. Morin is the second graduate student 

to receive this award since its inception in 1972. 

 

_____ received a Bilsland Dissertation Fellowship from the Graduate School. 

 

_____ is the 2011-2012 Peer Ombudsman Coordinator for the Graduate School. 

 

_____ served on the 2010-2011 Editorial Board of the Journal of Purdue Undergraduate Research (JPUR). 

 

_____ received the 2011 Award for Editorial Excellence from the Journal of Purdue Undergraduate Research (JPUR). 

 

JESSICA NELSON (Ph.D. candidate in European history) taught Western Civilization II at North Dakota State  

University, Fargo, ND, spring 2011. 

 

TIM OLIN (Ph.D. candidate in European history) was featured in CLAôs THiNK  

Magazine, Spring 2011 in the article ñService Spotlight: Peace Corps.ò  The feature highlights 

Mr. Olinôs two-year Peace Corp assignment  in the Kyrgyz Republic and his one year  

assignment in Kabul, Afghanistan.  He taught English at both locations. 

 

PATRICK POSPISEK (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) received a 2011-2012 

Purdue Research Foundation Award. 

 

ANDREW R. M. SMITH (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) received a 2011-

2012 Purdue Research Foundation Award. 

 

ERIKA CORNELIUS SMITH (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) received the 

American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Training Grant. 

 

_____ received the Title VIII Fellowship for Research and Training in Eastern Europe and Eurasia,  

Indiana University Russian and Eastern European Institute. 

 

Tim  

Lombardo 

Erica Morin 

Tim Olin teaching 

English during his 

Peace Corp  

assignments 

Patrick  

Pospisek 

Graduate students -  honored continues  
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Graduate students -  presentations  

AMY HARRIS (Ph.D. candidate in European history) presented ñMarianne Oswald and the Female Performer as  

Cultural Icon in Interwar France,ò The Idea of France Conference, University of Pittsburgh, November 2011. 

 

JACQUELINE-BETHEL TCHOUTA MOUGOU£ (Ph.D. candidate in African history)  presented the 

lecture ñBig Buttocks and Sultry Behavior: Perception of Post-Colonial African Women in British  

Womenôs Travel Narratives.ò She was a visiting/guest lecturer at St. Johnôs University, Queens, New 

York, April 5, 2011. 

 

ERICA MORIN (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) presented ñA Window of Opportunity: Examining the 

Creation of the Adirondack Park Agency within John Kingdonôs Multiple Streams Model.ò Annual  

Association for Environmental Studies and Sciences Meetings, Burlington, VT, June 2011. 

 

ERIKA CORNELIUS SMITH (Ph.D. candidate in European history)  presented ñNew Approaches to 

America and the World.ò The American Spirit in the Heart of Europe: Transnational Womenôs  

Volunteerism in Interwar Czechoslovakia, University of Chicago, Hyde Park, IL, April 2011. 

 

_____ presented ñRethinking Europe: New Approaches and Methodologies to the Study of Europe in the 20th and 21st 

Centuries.ò University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, October 2011. 

 

BRANDON WARD (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) presented ñLeft Behind: White Flight,  

Deindustrialization, and the Origins of Environmental Justice in 1970s Detroit.ò North American  

Labor History Conference, Detroit, MI, October 2011. 

 

 

 

Graduate students -  honored continues  

ERIKA CORNELIUS SMITH received the ñMichael J. Hogan Foreign Language Fellowshipò by the 

Society of Historians of American Foreign Relations (SHAFR) which funded her participation in Czech 

language training at the Indiana University Summer Workshop for Slavic and Eastern European Lan-

guages (SWSEEL). 

 

CHRIS SNIVELY (Ph.D. candidate in European history) was the FLAS recipient for Bosian/Serbian/

Croatian (BSC) language training at the University of Pittsburghôs Summer Language Institute. 

 

CHRIS WALKER (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) accepted a full-time history faculty position at 

Indiana Wesleyan University in the College of Adult & Professional Studies at the Louisville, Kentucky 

Education Center. 

 

BRANDON WARD (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) received a Research Travel Fellowship for work at the  

Michigan Historical Collections for his dissertation titled ñDetroit, Wild: Race, Labor, and the Origins of  

Environmental Justice, 1945-1980.ò 

 

_____received the Frederick N. Andrews Environmental Travel Grant from Purdue Universityôs Graduate School. 

Jacqueline-

Bethel  

Tchouta  

Mougou® 

Erika  

Cornelius 

Smith 

Brandon 

Ward 
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Graduate students -  publications  

AMY HARRIS (Ph.D. candidate in European history) published ñThe Cannes Film Festival,ò in ABC-

CLIO Movies in American History: An Encyclopedia, June 2011. 

 

______ reviewed Our Friend ñThe Enemyò Elite Education in Britain and Germany Before World War by 

Thomas Weber. I. H-Education, H-net Reviews, August 2011. 

 

NATALIE LATTERI (Ph.D. candidate in European history) reviewed A Renaissance Education: 

Schooling in the Bergamo and the Venetian Republic, 1500-1650 by Christopher Carlsmith. 

H-Education, H-Net Reviews. August, 2011.   

 

_____ reviewed British Universities Past and Present by R.D. Anderson. H-Education, H-Net Reviews, June, 2011. 

 

ERICA MORIN (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history) reviewed Ducktown Smoke: The Fight over One of the Southôs 

Greatest Environmental Disasters by Duncan Maysilles. University of North Carolina Press, H-Environment, 2011.  

 

_____ reviewed Our Unprotected Heritage: Whitewashing the Destruction of Our Cultural and Natural Environment by 

Thomas F. King. Walnut Creek Left Coast Press, H-Travel, March 2011.   

 

JESSICA NELSON (Ph.D. candidate in European history) published ñGender, Age, and the Abandonment of Children 

in Eighteenth-Century Dijon, France.ò Journal for the History of Childhood and Youth, 2011. 

 

ANDREW R. M. SMITH (Ph.D. candidate in U.S. history)  reviewed Peter Jackson:  A Biography of 

the Australian Heavyweight Champion, 1960-1901 by David K. Wiggins.  Journal of Sport History, 

2011. 

 

_____ published an article on Mike Tyson in Sports in America from Colonial Times to the Twenty-First 

Century: An Encyclopedia. M.E. Sharpe, 2011. 

 

ERIKA CORNELIUS SMITH (Ph.D. candidate in European history) reviewed Women of Wine by Ann 

B. Matasar. University of California Press, 2006, Fall 2011. 

 

_____ reviewed ñFrom Demon to Darlingò by Richard Mendelson. Food and Foodways, Fall 2011. 

 

 

Amy 

Harris 

 

òHistory studies not just facts and institutions, its real subject is the human spirit.ó 
 

Numa Denis Fustel de Coulange 

LaCit® antique (1864) 
French historian (1830-1889) 

 

Andrew  

R. M. 

Smith 
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Officers of undergraduate organizations  

Purdue History Organization 

President: Christopher Pruessner 

Vice President: Evan Steiner 

Treasurer: Emma Nedvidek 

Director of Events/Faculty Coordinator:  

       Laura Williams 

Faculty Advisor: Melinda Zook  

       (Associate Professor of European history) 

 
Phi Alpha Theta 

President: Lynch Bennett 

Vice President: Filipp Velgach 

Treasurer: Shelby Bell 

Secretary: Raymond Lee 

Faculty Advisor: Stacy Holden  

         (Associate Professor of Middle Eastern  

 and North African history) 

Members of Phi Alpha Theta (P.A.T.) on a historical field trip with 

Associate Professor Holden [Front row C] ), Dawn Marsh (Assistant  

Professor in U.S. history, [Front row second from R] ) and Douglas 

Hurt (Professor in U.S. history and Department Head, [Front row R] ). 

4th annual doh undergraduate honors program  

On Tuesday April 19, 2011, Melinda Zook (Associate Professor of European history and Director of the Department of 

Historyôs Honors Program) introduced the 2011 Undergraduate Honors Forum presenters.  These students met the 

qualifications for the Department of Historyôs Honors Program, which include: being a history major, having a GPA of 

3.3 and having completed twelve prior credit hours in History at Purdue of which three credits must be at the 400 or 

500 level.  The students are required to take HIST 421H and 422H, which allow them to: conduct research on a topic of 

their choice; work one-on-one with faculty members; and present their research findings at the annual History Honorsô  

Forum. The 2011 presenters were: 

 

 

BRITTANY POE (Senior) ñShifting Perspectives in Philosophy and Witchcraft in the Later Middle 

Ages.ò  Mentors: Associate Professor Michael Ryan and Germaine Seelye Oesterle Professor James 

Farr. 

 

WILLIAM VOGEL (Junior) ñWarships and Disarmament on the Inland Seas: The Great Lakes, 1815

-1871.ò Mentors: Associate Professor Michael Morrison and Professor Robert May. 

 

KATRINA GALT (Senior) ñDrama, Divorce and Diplomacy: Royal Marriage in Geor-

gian England.ò Mentors: Associate Professors Melinda Zook and Nancy Gabin. 

Time to mark on your calendars!  The 5th Annual Department of Historyôs Annual Undergraduate  

History Honors Forum will be held  Tues. April 17, 2012, at 5:30pm in UNIV 203.  For more details 

visit http://www.cla.purdue.edu/history/,  click ñEventsò. 


