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Using archaeology, myth, art, and architecture, as well as written
texts, this course will explore East Asian society and culture from
the formation of the earliest state in the Yellow River Valley (ca.
1400 BCE) to the early nineteenth century. The content includes the
Confucian tradition, the creation of centralized states in Korea and
Japan, the introduction of Buddhism, the conquests of the Mongols
and Manchus, and the development of an urban, commercialized
early modern culture. Readings include a textbook and literary
works. Students will be evaluated on the basis of essay examina-
tions, reading quizzes, and papers.




