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This course is a survey of medieval history in Europe from the fall of the Roman
Empire to the birth of the Renaissance. We explore political, religious, and
social changes as well as economic, technological, and cultural developments,
seeking to understand the complexity of the medieval past, including an
awareness of the experiences of peasants, townsfolk, students, the religious,
knights and nobles. Topics include: the birth of Christianity and decline of the
Roman Empire; Barbarian nations; the Feudal World and Crusades; Chivalry,
Medieval Warfare, and the Arthurian legend; Cities, Education and Daily Life;
the Church, Heresy & Witchcraft; and The Black Death. This course will
examine England and Kievan Rus’ as focal points of comparative analysis.



