History 302—Religion & American Society and Politics
Fall 2010


Course Description

This course examines the place and role of religion in American society, culture, and politics.  It begins with an examination of the place of religion during early English settlement and at the founding of the new republic in 1776.  We will explore the meaning of America as a “Christian Nation” and how that term has changed over time.  We will look at the interaction between spiritual, secular, and material cultures as a matrix within which moral issues are debated.  We will look at the intersection of religion and politics at specific moments, such as the early 19c debate over delivering the mails on Sunday, the split of major Protestant bodies over questions of sectionalism and the expansion of slavery, state laws prohibiting the teaching of evolution in public schools, religious critiques of the “welfare state,” debates over such foreign affairs questions as recognition of Israel, dropping the atomic bomb, and participation in the United Nations, the civil rights movement as a religious movement, the rise of the “Religious Right,” and the reemergence of the “Religious Left.”


Required Reading

Frank Lambert, The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America, (Princeton, 2006), ISBN (978-0691126029).

Nathan Hatch, The Democratization of American Christianity, (New Haven, 1991), ISBN (978-0300050608).


NOTE: SPECIFIC READING ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE MADE IN CLASS EACH WEEK FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK.  YOU CAN EXPECT ROUGHLY 80 TO 100 PAGES FROM THE REQUIRED READINGS EACH WEEK PLUS SELECTED PRIMARY SOURCES.


Assignments and Grading

Students will be graded on the following basis:

Mid-Term Examination	1/3
Research Paper		1/3
Class Participation		1/3

The exam will cover lectures and readings and will consist of short answer and essay questions.

The research paper (15-20 pp) will be based mainly on primary sources and will provide historical context and explanation for a particular religious issue in the public sphere.  Students will select topics with instructor approval. Students will submit proposals, outlines, drafts, and final papers.  

NB Late submission of a paper will result in a lower grade.

Class participation will be based on the quality and quantity of each student’s informed discussion.

Grades are assigned as follows:
90 to 100	A
80 to 89	B
70 to 79	C
60 to 69	D
Below 60	F

Attendance

Students are expected to attend every class meeting, and they are expected to be prepared for each class.  Assignment and explanations of assignments will be made in class.  Absence is no excuse for completing the assignment on time and according to directions.


Office Hours

Mondays and Wednesdays from10:30 to 11:30, and by appointment.
Office: 313 University Hall
Telephone: 494-5811
Email: flambert@purdue.edu


Schedule of Classes

	Class Meetings for Week of Tuesday: 
	Topic for the  Week
	Reading Assignments

	Aug 24
	European & Native religions

	Lambert: Introduction
PART ONE: Religious Regulation
CHAPTER 1 English Heritage 


	Aug 31
	Religion in Early Chesapeake

	Lambert: CHAPTER 2 Transplanting the Church of England in the Chesapeake 


	Sep    7
	Religious Experiments in Colonial America

	Lambert: CHAPTER 3 Puritan Fathers and the "Christian Common-wealth" 
CHAPTER 4 A "Holy Experiment" in Religious Pluralism 


	Sep  14
	Great Awakening & Enlightenment

	Lambert: PART TWO: Religious Competition
CHAPTER 5 "Trafficking for the Lord" and the Expansion of Religious Choice; CHAPTER 6 Deists Enter the Religious Marketplace 


	Sep  21
	Religion and the American Revolution

	Lambert: CHAPTER 7 Whigs and Dissenters Fight Religious Regulation 
PART THREE: Religious Freedom
CHAPTER 8 The American Revolution of Religion 


	Sep  28
	Religion and Establishing the New Republic

	Lambert: CHAPTER 9 Constitutional Recognition of a Free Religious Market 


	Oct    5
	America as a “Christian Nation”?

	Hatch: Ch 1: Introduction: Democracy & Christianity


	Oct  12
	No Class on Tuesday—October Break; Th-- Religion and Politics: Election of 1800

	Lambert: CHAPTER 10 Religion and Politics in the Presidential Campaign of 1800 
Epilogue 


	Oct  19
	Religion and America’s First War against Islam

	

	Oct  26
	Religion and the Reform Movement

	Hatch: Ch 2: Crisis of Authority; Ch. 3: Storming Heaven by Back Door


	Nov  2
	Religion and the Marketplace

	

	Nov  9
	The Second Great Awakening & Protestant America

	Hatch: Ch. 4: Thundering Legions; Ch. 5: Sovereign Audience


	Nov 16
	The  Catholic Challenge

	Hatch Ch. 6:Right to Think for Oneself; Ch. 7: Upward Aspiration & Democratic Dissent; Ch. 8: Epilogue: Recurring Populist Impulse in American Christianity


	Nov 23
	No Class on Thursday—Thanksgiving 
	

	Nov 30
	Religion in a Dividing America

	

	Dec   7
	From the “City upon the Hill” to a “Godless Constitution”

	






