THE MAKING OF MODERN AFRICA

History 210-00
Time: Tuesday/Thursday 12:00-1:15
Location: University Hall 219
Fall 2010

Professor Alicia C. Decker
Office: University Hall 308
Office Hours: Tu/Th 2:00-3:00
E-mail: acdecker@purdue.edu

Course Description 
This course provides students with a comprehensive introduction to modern African history from 1800 to the present.  Using a variety of films, novels, and scholarly sources, we will examine the major historical forces that have shaped African lives over the last two centuries. Emphasis will be placed on African experiences of slavery, colonialism, liberation struggles, and post-independence nation building.  Students will also learn to analyze contemporary African issues within a larger historical context.

Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, students will have a better understanding of modern African history and the state of Africa today.  In addition, they will learn how to interpret historical texts from a number of different epistemic positions (i.e. paying attention to race, class, gender, sexuality, nation, and other axes of “difference”).  Students can also expect to develop stronger writing skills, as well as to improve on critical thinking and oral articulation.

Required Texts 
1. Richard Reid, A History of Modern Africa: 1800 to the Present (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009)
2. Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1998)
3. Peter Godwin, When a Crocodile Eats the Sun: A Memoir of Africa (New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2006)
4. Course readings as PDF files available on Blackboard

Course Policies
· Everyone has the right to participate in this class. I expect our classroom to be a dynamic space where everyone can engage in a multiplicity of academic debates.  Discussions will be based on the lectures, readings, and films—NOT on personal opinion. 
· Students wishing to use a laptop computer to take notes must sit in the front row.  If I find that you are using your computer for any other activity, you will be asked to leave the class. You then forfeit your “right” to use your computer in class from that time forward.
· Cell phones, Ipods, and MP3 devices are prohibited.  Please leave them turned off and out of sight for the entire class.  If I see you using them—including the “secret maneuverings under your desk when no one is looking”—you will be marked as absent for that day.  This WILL affect your participation grade.
· Plagiarism refers to the reproduction of another's words or ideas without proper attribution.   University Regulations contains further information on dishonesty.  Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are serious offenses, and will be treated as such in this class.  You are expected to produce your own work and to accurately cite all necessary materials.  Cheating, plagiarism, and other dishonest practices will be punished as harshly as Purdue University policies allow.  Any instances of academic dishonesty will likely result in a grade of F for the course and notification of the Dean of Students Office. 
· If you have a university-recognized disability that requires an accommodation, please make an appointment with me to discuss your needs.
· During the last two weeks of the semester, you will be provided an opportunity to evaluate this course and your instructor.  To this end, Purdue has transitioned to online course evaluations.  On Monday of the fifteenth week of classes, you will receive an official email from evaluation administrators with a link to the online evaluation site.  You will have two weeks to complete this evaluation. Your participation in this evaluation is an integral part of this course. Your feedback is vital to improving education at Purdue University.  I strongly urge you to participate in the evaluation system.
· In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances. Here are ways to get information about changes in this course: Blackboard Vista web page; my email address: acdecker@purdue.edu; and my office phone: 496-3001. 

Grading Policies
· All written work must be typed and double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point font.  Everything must be paginated and properly cited using Turabian or Chicago-style formatting. Grammar and presentation count, so please use the Writing Lab! 
· http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/instruct/guides/chicago-turabianstyle.pdf
· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/
· Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  No late papers will be accepted for full credit and will be penalized by 1/3 of a letter grade for every 24-hours late (i.e. A becomes A-; B+ becomes B). I will not give incompletes, so please plan your semester accordingly. 
· All assignments must be submitted in hard copy—no online attachments!  
· Hold on to all graded material until you have received your final grade.  If there are any grade discrepancies at the end of the semester, you must have the original document in order for me to consider a grade adjustment.

Course Evaluation

· Reading and Lecture Quizzes: On most Thursdays, you will be given a brief quiz that will cover the lecture from Tuesday, as well as the reading for the week.  The quizzes may also include material covered in any of the films shown to date.  If you do the reading and pay attention in class, you should do well on the quizzes.  There will be 12 quizzes, though I will only count your top 10 scores.  Each quiz will be worth 40 points for a total of 400 possible points.  Quizzes count for 40% of your final grade. 
· Map Quizzes: Africa is not a country.  It is a vast continent with 54 countries (as of today).  To understand African history, you must understand its basic geography.  Therefore, you will be given map quizzes on three separate occasions: September 14, October 26, and November 30.  See the following website: www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/afrquiz.html.  Map quizzes will be worth 50 points each for a total of 150 possible points.  They will count for 15% of your final grade.
· Media Reports: At the beginning of the semester you will each select one African country to follow in the news.  Every three weeks, you will be asked to bring in an article that you have printed off of the Internet regarding current events in your chosen location. On these days, we will collectively share what we have found.  Media reports will take place on September 2, September 23, October 21, November 11, and December 7.  Each report will be worth 10 points (50 points total). This activity will count for 5% of your final grade.
· Historical Role Playing Exercise: For this assignment, you will select one primary source document from those that we have read during the first eight weeks of the semester.  After reading the source, compose a three page letter where you place yourself in the time period and historical context of the document and are writing to somebody in the same time period.  In other words, you pretend to go back into the past and put yourself in the shoes of the historical actors that composed or are mentioned in the document.  Be as creative as possible.  I will be calling on some of you to read your letters in class, so please be prepared!  Make sure that you identify your primary source at the top of the paper.  This assignment will be due at the beginning of class on October 19th and will be worth 150 points or 15% of your final grade.
· Final Essay: Your final assignment will consist of a short paper (6-8 pages) that synthesizes a variety of materials covered in the course.  You will be given two weeks to respond to a question that I will hand out on December 2nd.  This is not a research paper, but instead, one that requires you to articulate what you have learned through the course readings, films, and lectures.  This will be due on the last day of class (December 9th) and is worth 250 points or 25% of your final grade.
· Extra Credit: Over the course of the semester, you will have the opportunity to earn up to 30 extra credit points (or ten points per event).  For every approved event that you attend, you will be required to submit a one-paragraph description about the lecture/event/film and what you learned.  These will be due at the beginning of the next class period following the event.  I will announce extra-credit opportunities in class or via e-mail.

Grading Scale:

A	930-1030 points
A-	900-929
B+	870-899
B	830-869
B-	800-829
C+	770-799
C	730-769
C-	700-729
D+	670-699
D	630-669
D-	600-629
F	599 and below

Course Schedule

Week One: The “Country” of Africa

Tuesday, August 24th 
· Course introduction 
· Explain how to find sources

Thursday, August 26th 
· Africa Action, “Talking About Tribe” (online)
· Keim, “Changing Our Mind About Africa” (Blackboard)

Week Two: 19th Century Slave/Trade Networks

	Tuesday, August 31st
· Reid, Chapter 2
· Primary source from Olaudah Equiano (Blackboard)
· Primary source from Osei Bonsu and Eyo Honesty II (Blackboard)

	Thursday, September 2nd 
· Reid, Chapter 3
· Primary source from Grandmother Narwimba (Blackboard)
· Due: Quiz #1
· Due: Media Report #1

Week Three: Early Colonization of Southern Africa

	Tuesday, September 7th 
· Reid, Chapter 4

	Thursday, September 9th 
· Primary source from Andrew Sparrman (Blackboard)
· Primary source from Thomas Pringle (Blackboard)
· Primary source from Henry Francis Fynn
· Primary source from Anna Elizabeth Steenkamp
· Due: Quiz #2

Week Four: The “Hottentot Venus”

	Tuesday, September 14th
· Reading TBA
· Due: Map Quiz #1

	Thursday, September 16th 
· Film: The Return of Sara Baartman (52 min.)
· Due: Quiz #3

Week Five: Islam in the 19th Century

	Tuesday, September 21st
· Reid, Chapter 5
	
Thursday, September 23rd 
· Reid, Chapter 6
· Reid, Chapter 7
· Due: Quiz #4
· Due: Media Report #2

Week Six: Missionaries and Explorers

	Tuesday, September 28th 
· Reid, Chapter 8
· Primary source from Agnes McAllister (Blackboard)

	Thursday, September 30th 
· Reid, Chapter 9
· Reid, Chapter 10
· Primary source from Rudyard Kipling (Blackboard)
· Due: Quiz #5

Week Seven: Consolidating Colonialism (I) 

	Tuesday, October 5th 
· Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost

	Thursday, October 7th 
· No class during the day but MANDATORY film screening of “King Leopold’s Ghost” at 7:00 pm (University Hall 219)

Week Eight: Consolidating Colonialism (II)

	Tuesday, October 12th 
· Fall Break: No Class!

	Thursday, October 14th
· Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost
· Due: Quiz #6


Week Nine: Consolidating Colonialism (III)

	Tuesday, October 19th
· Reid, Chapter 11
· Primary source from Lord Lugard (Blackboard)
· Due: Historical Role-Playing Exercise

	Thursday, October 21st
· Reid, Chapter 12
· Reid, Chapter 13
· Due: Quiz #7
· Due: Media Report #3

Week Ten: Consolidating Colonialism (IV)

	Tuesday, October 26th 
· Reid, Chapter 14
· Primary source from Sir Frederick Gordon Guggisberg (Blackboard)
· Primary source from Kabaka Daudi Chwa (Blackboard)
· Due: Map Quiz #2

	Thursday, October 28th 
· Reid, Chapter 15
· Primary source from Pan-African Congress London Manifesto (Blackboard)
· Due: Quiz #8

Week Eleven: Wartime Transitions

	Tuesday, November 2nd
· Reid, Chapter 16

	Thursday, November 4th 
· Reid, Chapter 17th 
· Due: Quiz #9

Week Twelve: African Nationalism

	Tuesday, November 9th
· Reid, Chapter 18
· Primary source from Desmond Tutu (Blackboard)
· Primary source from Kwame Nkrumah (Blackboard)
· Primary source from Nelson Mandela (Blackboard)

	Thursday, November 11th 
· Reid, Chapter 19th 
· Due: Quiz #10
· Due: Media Report #4

Week Thirteen: Cold War Politics

	Tuesday, November 16th
· Reid, Chapter 20

	Thursday, November 18th 
· Reid, Chapter 21
· Due: Quiz #11

Week Fourteen: No class 

Week Fifteen: Contemporary Africa (I)

	Tuesday, November 30th 
· Godwin, When a Crocodile Eats the Sun
· Due: Map Quiz #3

	Thursday, December 2nd 
· Godwin, When a Crocodile Eats the Sun
· Film: Zimbabwe Countdown (49 min.)
· Due: Quiz #12

Week Sixteen: Contemporary Africa (II)

	Tuesday, December 7th 
· Reid, Chapter 22
· Primary source from Nelson Mandela
· Due: Media Report #5

	Thursday, December 9th 
· Course wrap-up
· Due: Final Essay
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