History 151—United States to 1877
Lambert
Fall 2010


Course Description

This course explores American history from earliest settlement to the end of Reconstruction (1877).  It has two objectives: to introduce you to some of the major themes, events, and personalities in the period and to deepen your understanding of historical investigation.  Through lectures and readings you will confront historical developments from a number of different vantage points and are encouraged to draw sensible conclusions of your own.  Lectures are selective and focus on major interpretive issues, and they are designed to provide context, depth, and color to the themes you will encounter in your reading.  Readings will introduce you to individuals who have shaped American history and to the structures and experiences that have in turn shaped those individuals.  

Required Reading

James Oakes, Michael McGerr, Jan Ellen Lewis, Nick Cullather, and Jeanne Boydston, Of the People: A History of the United States, (ISBN: 978-0-19-539-073-5) Volume I: To 1877 (Chapters 1-16)

U.S. History, Vol. 1: Taking Sides—Clashing Views in U.S.  History, The Colonial Period to Reconstruction, 13th  ed. (ISBN: 9780073515335)  (McGraw-Hill, 2008) 

NB. Specific reading assignment will be made in class

Exams and Papers

There will be two exams for this class, a mid-term and a final.  They are designed to determine your understanding of selected ideas, events, personalities, and interpretations and your ability to apply that knowledge in making convincing arguments through clear reasoning and persuasive evidence.  Exams are based on readings and lectures and consist of short answer and essay questions.  In addition to exams, students will write three short papers analyzing source documents and evaluating rival interpretations.

Grading

Your grade for the course will be determined as follows:

Mid-term		30%
Papers			30%
Final			40%

Grades are assigned as follows:

A	90 to 100%
B	80 to 89
C	70 to 79
D	60 to 69
F	below 60

Attendance

Students are expected to attend every class and are responsible for all materials presented in class including announcements pertaining to the course.

Office Hours

My office hours are from 9:00 to 10:00 on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and by appointment.  
Office: 313 University Hall
Telephone: 494-5811
Email: flambert@purdue.edu

Teaching Assistant





Class Schedule

	Class Meetings for: 
	Topics 
	Reading Assignments

	Aug 24
	Introduction
	Of the People: ch 1 Worlds in Motion; Taking Sides: Issue 1. Is History True?


	Aug 26  Admiral Zheng He
	Discovering America
	Of the People: ch 2 Colonial Outposts; Taking Sides: Issue 2: Did the Chinese Discover America? 



	Aug 31 Powhatan
	America: Before & After European Contact
	Of the People Ch 3 English Come to Stay; Taking Sides: Issue 3:Was Disease the Key Factor in the Depopulation of Native Americans in the Americas?


	Sep  2  John Smith
	Settling Virginia
	Of the People Ch 4 Continental Empires;

	Sep  7 Thomas Granger
	The New England Way
	Of the People Ch 5 Eighteenth-Century World;


	Sep 9  Rebecca Nurse
	End of American Independence
	Taking Sides: Issue 4: Was the Salem Witchcraft Hysteria Caused by a Fear of Women? 



	Sep 14 Newcastle
	Imperial Rule & Reality
	

	Sep 16  Whitefield & Franklin
	Awakened & Enlightened Americans
	Taking Sides: Issue 5. Was There a Great Awakening in Mid-Eighteenth Century America?

	Sep  21  Christopher Gist
	Imperial Wars
	Of the People Ch 6 Conflict on Edge of Empire;


	Sep  23  Christopher Seider
	New Imperial Measures & Colonial Resistance
	

	Sep  28  Thomas Paine
	Ideology & Revolution
	Taking Sides: Issue 6. Was the American Revolution Largely a Product of Market-Driven Consumer Forces?

	Sep 30 Joseph Plumb Martin
	Fighting for Independence
	

	Oct   5  James Madison
	Coup at Philadelphia
	Of the People Ch 7 Creating a New Nation; Taking Sides: Issue 7. Were the Founding Fathers Democratic Reformers?


	Oct  7
	Mid-Term Exam
	

	Oct  12
	No Class on Tuesday—October Break
	

	Oct 14 Alexander Hamilton
	Competing Visions of the New Republic
	Of the People Ch 8 Contested Republic; Taking Sides: Issue 8. Was Alexander Hamilton an Economic Genius?


	Oct  19 Lafayette
	The American Revolution in the Atlantic World
	

	Oct 21 John Adams
	The French Revolution & the Rise of American Political Parties
	Of the People Ch 9 Republic in Transition;

	Oct  26 Thomas Jefferson
	The “Revolution” of 1800
	

	Oct 28  a shoemaker
	The Opening of America & Pursuing the American Dream
	Of the People Ch 10 Slavery & the Nation;

	Nov  2 Andrew Jackson
	Jacksonian Democracy?
	Of the People Ch 11 Jacksonian America; Taking Sides: Issue 9. Did Andrew Jackson’s Removal Policy Benefit Native Americans?

	Nov 4 Dorothea Dix
	Reforming Individuals & Society
	Of the People Ch 12 Reform & Conflict;

	Nov  9  Charles Finney
	Revivalism, Renaissance, & Romanticism 
	Taking Sides: Issue 11. Was Antebellum Temperance Reform Motivated Primarily by Religious Moralism?

	Nov 11 Lydia Maria Child
	From Good Wives to Housewives
	Taking Sides: Issue 10. Did the Industrial Revolution Provide More Economic Opportunities for Women in the 1830s? 


	Nov 16 James & Nancy Madison
	Envisioning & Conquering the West
	Of the People Ch 13 Manifest Destiny; Issue Taking Sides: 12. Was the Mexican War an Exercise in American Imperialism?

	Nov 18 Eli Whitney
	King Cotton & His Retinue
	

	Nov 23 Frederick Douglass
	Slavery & Slaves
	Of the People Ch 14 Politics of Slavery;

	Nov 25
	No Class—Thanksgiving Holiday
	

	Nov 30 Thomas Corwin
	Why Civil War?
	Taking Sides: Issue 13. Was John Brown an Irrational Terrorist? Taking Sides: Issue 14. Was Slavery the Key Issue in the Sectional Conflict Leading to the Civil War? 




	Nov  2 LQC Lamar & Newton Knight
	For Honor & Courage
	Of the People Ch 15 War for Union & Emancipation; Taking Sides: Issue 15. Is Robert E. Lee Overrated as a General? 


	Dec  7 John Purdue
	The Civil War: A Watershed?
	Issue 16. Was Taking Sides: Abraham Lincoln America’s Greatest President? 



	Dec  9 Hiram Revels
	From Radical Reconstruction to Southern Redemption
	Of the People Ch 16 Reconstructing a Nation; Taking Sides: Issue 17. Did Reconstruction Fail as a Result of Racism?



