HIST 641

Popular Participation in Non-Democratic Regimes
Semester:

Fall 2010

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 3 pm -5:50 pm

Place:


UNIV 319

Instructor:

Stacy E. Holden

Office:


UNIV 126

Office Hours:

Thursday, 10 am- 12 noon

Email:


sholden@purdue.edu

Phone:


494-7765

This course considers how ordinary people participate in non-democratic regimes.  In such regimes--whether a British colonial system or a Soviet totalitarian state--there are few, if any, formal institutions that provide a means by which ordinary people can exercise their political influence.  The readings of this course, however, provide evidence that ordinary people do not sit passively by and allow the state to dictate the socio-political and economic structures of their everyday lives.  And so, the assigned readings for this class address how ordinary people shape the decisions of their political leaders in a variety of states around the world.  The readings are interdisciplinary, encompassing history, political science, literary criticism, and anthropology.  It is intended that participants in this course will emerge with a set of questions and theoretical frameworks that they can then apply to their own specific research interests.
Required Readings
James C. Scott, Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts (Yale University Press, 
1990).

Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life (University of California Press, 1984).

Stacy E. Holden, The Politics of Food in Modern Morocco (University Press of Florida, 2009).

Megan Vaughan, The Story of an African Famine: Gender and Famine in Twentieth-Century Malawi 
(Cambridge University Press, 2007).

James Holston, The Modernist City: An Anthropological Critique of Brasilia (University of Chicago 
Press, 1989).

Brodwyn Fischer, A Poverty of Rights: Citizenship and Inequality in Twentieth-Century Rio de Janeiro 
(Stanford University Press, 2008).

Arlene Elowe Macleod, Accommodating Protest: Working Women, the New Veiling, and Change in 
Cairo (Columbia University Press, 1991).

Sheila Fitzpatrick, Stalin’s Peasants: Resistance and Survival in the Russian Village after Collectivization 
(Oxford University Press, 1994).

Diane Singerman, Avenues of Participation: Family, Politics, and Networks in Urban Quarters of Cairo 
(Princeton University Press, 1995).

Antonio Cazorla Sanchez, Fear and Progress: Ordinary Lives in Franco’s Spain, 1939-1975 (Wiley-
Blackwell, 2010).
Course Requirements
Students are required to review the ten books listed above over the course of the semester.  These book reviews are due to me via email by 6 pm the day before our class meets to discuss them.  The reviews are to be between 500 and 750 words—no more, no less.  They must conform to the criteria established by the journal The Historian and by an article in the American Historical Association’s newsletter Perspectives.  The quality of these short reviews will determine 50% of your final grade.

The other 50% of your final grade is based on your participation in class discussions.  Your grade for participation will be based on your ability to enunciate a critical reading of the text during our classroom discussion.  I require that students email me two questions based on the class readings by 6 pm on the day before class.  I will compile a list of these questions in order to jump-start our discussion.  It behooves you to have a ready answer to these questions and to be prepared to lead a discussion of ten minutes on it.
Plagiarism refers to the reproduction of another’s words or ideas without proper attribution.  The University Regulations contain further information on dishonesty.  Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are serious offenses and will be treated as such in this class.  You are expected to produce you own work and to accurately cite all necessary materials.  Plagiarism and other dishonest practices will be punished as harshly as Purdue University policies allow.  Any instances of academic dishonesty will likely result in a grade of F for the course and notification of the Dean of Students.

In the event of a major campus emergency or at the discretion of the professor, the following requirements, deadlines and grading policies are subject to changes that may be required by a revised semester calendar.  Any such changes in this course will be emailed to the class by the professor.
August 24


Introduction

Theoretical Perspectives
August 31


Scott, Domination and the Arts of Resistance
September 7


de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life
The Politics of Food Provisioning
September 14


Holden, The Politics of Food in Modern Morocco
September 21


Vaughan, The Story of an African Famine
Urbanism
September 28


Holston, The Modernist City
October 5


Fischer, A Poverty of Rights
October 12


NO CLASS

The Role and Status of Women
October 19


Macleod, Accommodating Protest
October 26


Patriarchal Bargains





Film, Divorce, Iranian Style
Assigned Reading
Deniz Kandiyoti, “Bargaining with Patriarchy,” Gender & Society” 2, no. 3 (1988): 274-290.
Independent Case Studies
November 2


Fitzpatrick, Stalin’s Peasants
November 9


Native Americans





Guest Speaker, Dawn Marsh

Assigned Reading 

TBA

November 16


Sanchez, Fear and Progress
November 23


NO CLASS

November 30


Singerman, Avenues of Participation
December 7


Women in Idi Amin’s Uganda





Guest Speaker, Alicia Decker

Assigned Reading
TBA
