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NOVEMBER
DATES

11.03.09

UHP Lounge (YONG 144)
7:00-8:00 p.m.

11.11.09

11.13.09

Loeb Playhouse, 8:00 p.m.

11.25.09-11.28.09

Happy Thanksgiving from the
staff at CLA honors!

Letter from Venice

NOVEMBER 2009

The World and Purdue

I AM writing this in the Biblioteca
Querini Stampalia, a public library
housed in a sixteenth-century pallazo.
By Venetian standards, it’s a relatively
new building.

Living in Venice has done much to
alter my perspectives of old and new,
foreign and domestic, home and away.
In this volume of the CLA Honors
Program newsletter, Nataliec Banka, a
senior majoring in English, shares her
experiences of being an American in
Italy. (See “Italian Lessons” on our
back page.) Natalie, who is one of the
students on the “Wonders of Venice”
study abroad program, is earning 15
honors credits while traveling the
world—and you can, too. Applications
for the Fall 2010 semester in Venice
are due in January, 2010.

In keeping with our mission to
make the university a little smaller and
the world a little bigger, the HP is also
proud to co-sponsor “Global Studies in
London, Oxford, and Canterbury,” a
2010 honors Maymester course with
Professor Robert Marzec. Don’t miss
the callout, November 3 at 7 p.m., in
the UHP lounge.

London and Venice not far
enough? How about Transylvania? The
UHP’s annual Romania study tour
leaves this Spring break for the land of

Dracula—the honors alternative to Ft.
Lauderdale.

Much closer to home, but no less
of a stretch, the HP offers this month’s
Purdue Convocation’s event: the
Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet.
(See box on the next page for how to
obtain free tickets to this edgy new
company’s performance.)

Most importantly, our tradition of
sponsoring intellectual growth
continues with a wide range of course
offerings for Spring 2010. At a world-
class university like Purdue, you don’t
need to leave home to challenge your
perspectives and expand your
horizons. The voyage of discovery
goes on every day, all around you.
Registration for honors courses is
taking place now: I encourage you to
book passage.

In this season of migration, don’t
forget that the Honors Program is also
We’ll be
starting an official membership next

making some changes.

Fall, applications for which will be due
January 22, 2010. (See details, next
page.) Please come along!

Ciao a tutti
Cuiley Alla
v

Director, CLA HP
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13
LOEB PLAYHOUSE 8:00 P.M.

Purdue Convocations presents the bold, fresh work of an
acclaimed ballet company: Cedar Lake Contemporary
Ballet. Known for athleticism and risk-taking
choreography, this company will thrill and delight.

Free tickets available to CLA Honors students on a first

come basis. Email clahonors@purdue.edu or phone

496-3235 to reserve your seat today. Free tickets are
limited. $10.00 ticket vouchers are also available.

NOVEMBER 2009

CLA HP Application Round Begins Soon

THE College of Liberal Arts Honors Program will
move to a membership model next year. Applications for
Fall 2010 membership will be due at the beginning of next
semester, and students may access the program’s online
application starting this month.

Membership is open to all CLA students with a
minimum 3.3 GPA. HP members will be able to enroll in
honors courses—including the newly-designed “Honors
Seminar” courses—and to apply for honors merit
scholarships. They will also be eligible to receive free
tickets to Honors Program events. Most importantly,
members will be able to graduate with “College of Liberal
Arts Honors.”

The program will accept applications at the beginning
of every semester, and CLA students may join at any point
after their first semester at Purdue, as soon as they have a
Purdue GPA.

All CLA students with a 3.0 and higher will be able to

>

enroll in “Honors Only,” “Honors Option,” and “Honors

Contract,” and HONR courses, as they do now.

The application deadline for Fall 2010 membership is
January 22, 2010. Acceptances will be mailed out in time
for Fall 2010 class registration

CLA students with a minimum 3.3 GPA who wish to
join the program will be able to fill out the online
application beginning November 2, 2009 from the CLA

Honors Program website.

Registration for Spring 2010 Honors
courses is now open. To see course
offerings for next semester, go to:
http://www.cla.purdue.edu/

academics/honors/
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Honors Study Abroad: Blogging “The Wonders of Venice”

Italian Lessons

by Natalie Banka, Senior in English Literature

Ciao, scusi, grazie, tessera, cioccolata,
arrivederci. . . in Venice, you can't
swim in the lagoon, but you sure can
drown in the language.

What's wonderful about studying Italian
here is that we can walk down any
street and pick up Italian words. They're
on the signs, in the windows of shops,
spoken in the words of Venetian
passersby. Every day we add more and
more phrases to our lexicon. For
example, one day we learned (among
other things) the different types of
coffee one can order, how to say what
time it is, the difference between
"tazza" and "tasso" (one is what you
drink coffee out of and one is, well, a
badger), and "rompere le palle," which
is a phrase I won't translate into
English. It's not complimentary, but it
could be pretty useful (utile).

I've been thinking about what it means
to be an American tourist in Venice, and
in particular using English as a tourist.
It's amazing how much the world seems
to spin on English. I've quickly taken
for granted the amount of signs and
directions that will be in my native
language. Vendors recognize us as
Americans and talk to us in English,
even when we try to address them in
Italian. In the cafeteria, the various
visitors to San Servolo are often heard
conversing in English, no matter what
nationality they are.

I often feel aware of being an American,
at times uncomfortably so. Nowhere is
America's status as a superpower more
prevalent than anywhere except
America. It's not that I think Italians
hate Americans. It's that I feel
somewhat guilty and privileged. We can
easily visit a foreign country and expect
the locals to cater to us on some level.
There's the privilege of escape, a chance
to disappear into the different. . . but not

too different. If we aren't easily
understood, either with our broken
Italian, or our English, then we become
frustrated. This is an understandable
inconvenience. But it's staggering how
we can get away with not knowing
much of a foreign language and the rest
of the world often can't. I came here
knowing English, what Spanish I
remember after not speaking it for about
three years, and the basic Italian I
studied over the summer. Suddenly
there are people who can't understand
me—but many who do, because they
have to.

These realizations are important to
being both a tourist and a student in
Italy. As tourists, I think we do have a
responsibility to try to speak some of
the local language. Sure, we can't learn
the whole lexicon, and many vendors
and waiters will address us in English
anyway. However, we should represent
America as a place where we're willing
to embrace the local culture, including
the language. Italy is not just a place for
our enjoyment; it's a place where real
people live day-by-day. We should
show respect. And as students, we need
to abide by these guidelines even more.
Our group is here not just a few days or
a week, but a period of months. The
appetite for tasting local culture should
always be voracious and eager. Italian
words should be flowing off our
tongues whenever we can.

I will make mistakes—one morning, I
asked for a grape instead of an egg at
breakfast. But they are mistakes made
with the effort of respect, as well as a
desire to learn. Studying Italian in Italy
means, to some degree, shedding the
words that come naturally, a constant
struggle to skim through my mental
dictionary. Still, it's entirely worth it,
and I look forward to the day I don't
sink, but swim.

NOVEMBER 2009

JOINING THE
HONORS PROGRAM

All CLA students with a 3.0
GPA or above are eligible to
enroll in Honors courses.

CLA students with a 3.3
GPA and above are invited
to apply to the program.

HP members may:

- enroll in Honors courses,
- apply for Honors merit
scholarships,

- request free tickets to
program events.

Only members are eligible
to graduate with “College of
Liberal Arts Honors.”

Apply to the program online
after November 2, 2009. For
information about Honors
courses, graduating with
College Honors, and the
online application, please
consult our website:

NEWSLETTER STAFF

Emily Allen
Director, Honors Program

Corey Linkel
Acting Director, Honors
Program

Kathy Lantz
Honors Program Secretary
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